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Preface

This book is intended to help beginning and intermediate students of Italian to achieve proficiency it
using pronouns and prepositions. Italian pronouns are complex. They are an excellent illustration of tf
fact that Italian derives historically from Lati which is a highly inflected language. Achieving
competence in the use of Italian pronouns is therefore not easy. Yet, pronouns come early in the learni
process, as soon as the speaker wishes to move beyond utterly elementary sentences, andlzes soon ¢
reader wishes to comprehend a text of even limited complexity. Prepositions are notoriously difficult tc
learn in every language. They contribute to possible meanings of groups of words: even the incomple
phrase Awith my brotftherentr eapestaltti ogaet i ernmd
by themselves, in most cases, prepositions merely link words to convey meaning. Prepositions therefc
sound (and are) arbitrary to noative speakers; only prolonged practice can make people feel
comfortable using them.

This book aims to be true to its titleractice Makes Perfeclt provides the essential grammatical rules
necessary for use of a pronoun or a preposition. It also provides as many exercises as possible, us
repetition and variation on patterns as its main pedagogical tools. The book assumes that students v
learnto contextualize phrases and sentences in their classes, or through otinstrsetion books, and
helps students develop semiautomatic responses to the association of one word with &takerte«
mani € means fhidbetsdhredbaasdi@lse mani € can orhéry m
hands. 6 The first part of the book is devoted
to use only the latter and not the former, or to invert the order. The book was written, however, startin
from the assumption that there is a logical progression from pronouns to prepositions; after all, we ofte
encounter pronouns that need no prepositions. On the other hand, prepositions can be applied to vari
parts of speech, including pronouns. Gramaoadtpoints explained in Part | are assumed to have been
learned by the time the user begins Part Il. Exercises vary in difficulty from beginning to intermediate
Complexity of grammatical points, and of the vocabulary and grammatical structures used in th
exercises, will alert users to the degree of difficulty of each exercise. Beginning exercises requir
knowledge of the simple present of the indicative and of the imperative, the gerund, and the infinitive
When a different tense or mode are necessary gveimple sentences, they have been provided in
parentheses. However, a few beginning exercises have been included that require knowledge of t
passive voice. As far as possible, all phrases and sentences in the exercises that require translation (lta
into English or vice versa) can be translated literally. When an idiomatic expression was indispensabl
| added its translation in parenthesBsactice Makes Perfeds for selfstudy learners and students



working with instructors. There are cases wieore than one translation will be correct, even though
only one has been provided.

| wish to thank Gino Balducci, Silvia Giorgini, and my husband, Michael Bonner, for their useful
suggestions.

Mi auguro che questo libro vi aiuti a imparare i pronomi gteposizioni rapidamente e senza fare
(troppa) fatica.

Vi

Copyright © 2006 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. Click here for terms of use.

PRONOUNS

In general, pronouns allow us to point to or mention someone or
something without naming them directly. They enable us to convey
gualitative and quantitative features of persons and things and to link
main and dependent clauses by referring to somethaiggitontained

in the preceding sentence.

Even though pronouns often replace nouns or names mentioned before,
they do not always do sé:andyou, for example, do not require any
antecedent. We use them to refer to people who are present while we are
talking about and with them.

These general features hold for both Italian and English, as does the
overall classification of pronounsubject pronounf, you, he, shestc.);

object pronoungme, you, him, hemtc.); andrelative pronoungwho,
whose, whometc.). There are some differences, but none significant
enough to prevent students from following the structure of this book,
which adopts the classification as we find it in Italian. Appendix 1
summarizes the pronouns covered in this book.
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The most sigificant differences between English and Italian are:

Italian pronouns vary in person, gender, and number more than English
pronouns do. Possessive pronouns, for example, take four fornis;
la mia, i miei, le mie which all translate the English prammine.

In Italian there are a greater variety and number of pronouns, each of
which plays a specific functiofui meanse lui/lo meanhim; gli means
to hin sitranslates akimself and so on.

In order to become proficient in the use of Italian pronouns, students
need a basic understanding of gender and number options and of
principles of coordination among pronouns, nouns, adjectives, verbs,
etcd and they will need a lot of practice, which tbeercises in this
book are intended to provide.

by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. Click here for terms of use.
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Subject
Pronouns

Subject pronouns usually replace a houn that has already been mentionec
(the antecedent). At times the antecedent noun is understood: the pronour

treferstothe speaker, and theprongourefers to the person to whom

the speaker is talking.

Pronouns andConjugations

There are six basjgersongpersong in both Italian and English : first,
second, and third person singular; first, second, and third person plural.
They are not capitalized, unless they follow a punctuation mark that
requires the next wori be capitalized.

io, tu, lui/lei, noi, voli, loro (I, you, he/she, we, you, they



In Italian, verb forms usually vary in all persons. Here follows an
example of regular verbs from the first, second, and third conjugations in

the present indicative.

amare {0 love temere (0 feai)

io amo | love io temo | fear

tu ami you love tu temi you fear
lui/lei ama he/she loves lui/lei teme he/she fears
noi amiamo we love noi temiamo we fear

voi amate you love Voi temete you fear
loro amano they love loro temono they fear

sentire {0 hea)

io sento | hear

tu senti you hear
lui/lei sente he/she hears
noi sentiamo we hear

Voi sentite you hear

loro sentono they hear

Copyright © 2006 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. Click here for terms of use.



4 Pronouns

1-1

Match the subject pronouns listed on the left with their appropriate verb forms.

—— 1.io a. canta

—— 2.voi b. cantano

— 3. lui c. canto

—— 4. noi d. canti

— 5. tu e. cantiamo

— 6. loro f. cantate
1-2

Match the subject pronouns listed on the left with their appropriate verb forms.
1. VoI a. balli

-2 io b. pagano

— 3 lui C. pensiamo 4. tu d. osservo
5. Noi e. comprate
6. loro f. gioca

The Third Person Singular and Plural

In ltalian, the first and second person singular and plural have only one forneaighnoi, voi(l, you,
we, you. English useyou, which conveys both the second person plural and the second person singular
The third person can take different forms

Forms of the third person

Singular egli/lui he
ella/lei she
esso/essa it

Plural essi/esse/loro they

Italian uses different forms of the third person singular and plural for people, animals, and things, a
illustrated in the following table.
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Third person singular and plural

HUMAN BEINGS HOUSEHOLD PETS ANIMALS THINGS
egli/lui/ella/lei lui/lei esso/essallui/lei esso/ess:
essi/esse/loro loro essi/esse/loro essi/esse

The pronounggli/ellaare rarely used in everyday language, either written or spbké&riei/loro are
now used for both people and animals, especially househol@Epstdessa/ essi/essee used for things.
Throughout this book, the more colloquial forlaglei andloro are used.

Lei ha scritto un libro bellissimo. Shewrote a very beautiful boc

Lui sembra feroce, invece e Hel ooks f i er ce
un cane dolcissimo. a very sweet dog

Loro sono proprio degli sciocchi! Theyare such fools!

Italian uses subject pronouns less than Englistause other words in the sentence convey the agent:
the verb conveys thaerson(and therefore theumbe} ; past participles, adjectives, and nouns used as
gualifiers may conveygenderand numberas well. When we are uncertain about the gender of the
person/people we are talking about, or when a group includes males and females, qualifiers take t

masculine.

E contento(masc. sing.

E contenta(fem. sing).
Sonocontenti (masc. pl.
Sonocontente(fem. pl).

Quando separtito (masc. sing?
Quando sietpartite (fem. pl)?
Siamoandati al bar (nasc. pl).
Sono dellebrave maestre(fem. pl).

_csercizi IEECH

Hebs happy
Shéds happy
Theyo r e hap
Theyo r e hap
When didyou leave?
When didyou leave?
Wewent to the bar.
They are gool
teachers.

Match the pronouns in the column on the left with the appropriate sentence on the right, choosingpbamong
tu, lui, lei, esso/essa, noi, voi, essi/esse, I¢lide words in parentheses give clues to the gender of the

subject.)

1. lei a. bevo il caffe.

2. voi b. amano giocarelg(fochg 3. io ¢. hanno vintqi nostri
avversar)

4. essid. comprate il gelato.

5. noi e. parli al telefono.
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6. loro f.écontenta.

T tu g. sono mammiferi.i ipistrelli)

— 8. esso h. é sempre stanco.
—— 9.esse . andiamo al mare.

——— 10.lui

- e alto. {l grattacielo)

1-4

Insert the appropriate pronouns, choosing amamdu, lui, lei, esso/essa, noi, voi, essi/esse, |fdie words
in parentheses give clues to the gender of the subject.)

1. rido.

2. paghiamo.

3. sciano.

4. corri.

5. studia. (mio fratellp

6. abbaia. (I cane dei vicini
7. vede. (Lucia)

8. sentite.

9. capiamo.
10. ——— mangiano il miele. (gli ors)

1-5

Choose the appropriate form of the verb shown in parentheses to match the subject of the following sentence
Use the simple present tense of the indicative.
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1. Lui molto ogni notte.gognaré

2. «Alberto, visto il mio libro»? averg
3.1 miei zii  molto. {viaggiare
4. Lei il cinema. @dorare

5. «Voi  un mucchio di cosexsaperg

6. Noi il tedesco. ¢apire

7. Ma loro dove ? (andareg

8. Il gatto? Lui sempre con il mio maglione. (giocarg
9. «Tu troppi regali ai bambini». ( farg

10. Loro entrare? (volerg

Double Subjects

When more than one subject is mentioned, the verb is always in the plural. It is conjugated according
the following pattern:

tu ed io = noi parliamo
tu e lui/lei = voi parlate
lui e lei = loro parlano
lui/lei e loro = loro parlano
noi e voi = noi parliamo
noi e lui/lei/loro = noi parliamo
voi e lui/lei/loro = voi parlate

_csercizi RN

In the following sentences, add the verb in the appropriate person. Use the simple present of the indicative.
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1. Noi e voi il film. ( guardarg

2. Tu e lui sempre a scacchi. §iocarp
3. Tuedio domani. ( partire

4. Noi e loro la ditta. (comprane

5. Lui e lei insieme da anni. (starg

6. Voi e loro non abbastanza. parlare

Addressing People: Tu/Voi, LeilLoro

In Italian there is a familiar, informal addreskaile del tu) and a polite, formal addressafe del Lei):

Forms of address

INFORMAL FORMAL
singular tu you Lei you
plural VOiI you Loro you

Tu + the verb in the second person singutaused to address a person with whom we are on familiar
term® a family member, friend, or colleague. However, nowadays more and more people wse the
form to address strangers as Welh stores, bark athletic clubs, churches, and so forth.

Tu salti il pranzo oggi?Are you skipping lunch today?
Tu sei servita?Are you being helped?

Voi + the verb in the second person pluialised with a group of people with whom we are on familiar
terms and now commonly with a group of strangers as well, especially when giving them instructions c
directions. (In writing, you may finffoi capitalized, to indicate that it is used to addyessple directly,

but formally.)

Voiprendet e il tr enoAreyou(pl)takingthe trainorthe plane
Voidovr este usar e | 6You(pl)should use the other door,
per favore. please.

Lei + the verb in the third person singulandLoro + the verb in the third person plurake used to
address people formalhyLdro is used less and less, except in very formal situatibesandLoro are

often capitalized in writing, and they are also capitalized throughout this book to hels rdiatieguish
them from other uses.

Lei is a feminine pronoun that is used to address both a man and a woman.

Viene anché.ei al convegno? Areyou also coming to the conferenchf scusi,
Lei ha comprato il biglietto? Excuse me, digou buy the ticket?
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These sentences do not tell us whether the speaker is addressing a man or a woman, but there are ti
when clues to the gender of the person are present, whereas they may not be in English.

Viene anché.ei al convegno,
Dottoress&
Lei € il terzo a sinistra nella fotografia,

Dottor Guidi.
Lei éstatacontena del suo acquisto?
Lei éstato contenb del suo acquisto?

Areyou also coming to the conference,
Doctor?
You are the third on the right in t
photograph,
Dr. Guidi.
Areyou pleased with your purchase?
Areyou pleased with your purchase?

There are many words in Italian that carry gender indicators: adjectives, past participles, houns indicatil
titles or other qualifiers, other pronouns, and articles. When posiblendings of these words will be
masculingf the person addressed isran, andeminineif the person is a woman.

Nouns indicating professio@isgiudice, avvocato, ministr@ do not always take the feminine.

You can therefore encounter the following:

E invitata (fem) ancheLei, Signor giudice Youare invited too Madam Judge!

(masc. nou)i
E invitat anchelei, Signor giudice!

or

1-7

You are invited too, Judgd!addressing a m:

]

You are invited too, Madam Judge!

Insert the proper subject, choosing amduig_ui, lei/Lei, voi, loro/Loro. Quotation marks indicate that the

speaker is addressing someone directly.

1.€ una brava ballerina.

2. ____ e andato a Londra.

—— 3. «Signor Rossi,é andato a Londra»?

4. «Signore, ha bisogno di qualcosa»?

5. «Signora, desidera un antipasto»?
o 6. « partirete

7. ha sognato suo padre.

8. «Passi prima _, Signora Maffei».

9. «Signore e Signori,

con | 6autobus dell e ot

siano i benvenuti».
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10. « avete visto quel film»?

_cseroizi [IEEN

Add the appropriate subject pronouns to the sentences on the right, choosingianangi, lei/Lei, noi, voi,
loro/Loro.

1.i0 a. «si spostino, per favore».

2. lei b.vanno a sciare. E—

3. noic. «desidera vedere dei vestiti»?

4. loro d.suonoilviolino.

5. voi e.scriv un articolo. -

6. Leifha vinto alla lotteria. (Bruno

7. tu g.telefonate a casa. -

8. Loro h.guida - | 6 aer d3olaand o . (

Ui isalut i amici
Esso(lt) as Subject

Italian does not usessoor any other pronoun in cases where English itses
A To identify a person.
«Chi & quello [a»? «<E John». iWho i s t hat bhnlklshhwv.er there?d¢

A With the expressiongé vero»? «non & vero»When the antecedents amella or tutto (nothing,
everythingall).

Non & successiente, noné verad? Nothing happend, did it?
A With expressions that refer to time, weather, distances, or the current situation.
E lunedi. | t Mosday.

E terribile! Sono morti in tantissimi | t t@rsble! So many people diedello
tsunami. in the tsunami.
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A As a preparatory subject in sentences such ascessaripé opportuno, & positivg & negativg &
probabile, é vergéfalsoi t 6s necessary, ités advisable, i
true, )itt;éoradifati 83 t) me t o

E importante parlargli.| t idmortant to talk to him.
E ora di andard. t tifne to go.

A Wwith impersonal verbs such p®ve, nevica comincia (a), accade capita, succedebisogna vale
lapena(i t 6s raini ng, (td, 6s ts rhoawipreg,s ,i ti tbhoeggeininesc e s s

Piove. Itbs r ai ni ng.
E successo che... It happened that . . .

A As a preparatory subject in sentences such as

E la mia segretaria che... tbs my secretary who
Sonoio che... It isI/mewho. ..

1-9

Translate the following sentences. Familiarity with interrogative and relative pronouns is necessary to do
Exercises 110 and 111.

1. E meglio andare a casa.

2. «Chi bussa alla porta»? «E tua sorella.

3. «Che giorno & oggi»? «E giovedi».

4. Hai comprato tutto, vero?

5. Comincia a nevicare.

6. E importante che lui senta la tua versione.

7. E il mio medico che ha raccomandato quello specialista.
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8. Vale la pena parlarle.

Placement in Negative Clauses

In negative and interrogative/negative clauses, the subject can belpéordthe negatioand the verb
or aftert he verb when we want to add emphasi s. ( S
Pronouns, 0o for rules about their use.)

lo non mangioil pane. | donbtead. e at

Tu non vieni al cinema? Arenot y 0 uo the
movies?

Noi non siamo partiti. We didnot | ea

Non stanno dormendo, loro? Arendét they s

Lui non puo aiutare suo padre. He c lelp big father.

Non voletecomprarevoi il libro? Dondt wapntota buy th
book?

_cscrcizi NS

Build sentences with the following words and phrases. Conjugate the verb given in italics according to person
and number. Use the simple present.

1. tu, il cane, nonportarea spasso

2. camminare, non, nogndarea, i n montagna, do&éinverno

3. amare lei, non, il sushi . 4. loro, non, alla ziaelefonare

5. guardare voi, il calcio, alla televisione, non? 6. dal veterinario, luportare,non, il gatto ~ ?
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7.partire, 1 o, per | 6 Ar g e.Btnbiraacasa, non,ral maedfitaoea t o

When to Use Subject Pronouns

Subject pronouns are used in Italian:
A To emphasize the subject.
lo ho dato le dimissioni, alla fine. | did resign, in the end.
A To emphasize one subject over another, often inverting the subject + verb word order

lo lavoro dalla mattina alla sera, | work from morning to night,
mentretu ti diverti. while you are having funHa ragiondei, nonlui.
Sheisright, nothe.

A With verb forms (especially the subjunctive) that could generate confusion about the agent

Penso chéu nonsiacontento. | think thatyoua r e n 6 t Pelisa ghdpiyon

siacontento. |think thathei s ndt happy.

" oo IR

Match the subject pronouns on the left with the verb on the right.

1. lei a. Compro il pane! _

2. loro; noi b. Ha sempre ragione

3. noi c. Dovreste stare piu attenti, —

4. io d. Se parlano . , hon parliamo
5.voie. Sevai , hon vado.
6. tu; io f. Facciamo sempre tutte——!

_esercizi NN
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Translate the following sentences.

1. We are not going to Rome, but yqul.] are.

21 use the cellular phone; she doesndt.

w

.They donét want a dog, but | do.

4. He roars; she meows.

5 They dondét wantsing)e cream; do you (

6.She earns a | ot of money; he doesnodt.

7.He answer ed; she didnot .

8 He barks when he is al one, but she doesnobdt .
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Direct Object

A direct object is a noun or noun substitute that answers the ques
tions whom~r what?

[ ER John is washinigis car

Question: Whomdoes John  Question: What||j i}
love? washing?

Pronouns that stand for, or replace, a direct object are calleddirect
object pronouripronomi complemento oggetto).

| calledyou,but you Helen bought new shoes.
hearme She worthemat T o mo s

English has one set of direct object pronouns, which follow the
verb. In Italian, direct object pronouns
(debole) and strong forte ).

Weak pronouns are always placeas close to the verb as pos¥ihlb
most modes and tenses, they are placedefore the vetlut there are
some exceptions (see below).

Strong pronouns need not be placed close to the batkihey usually
follow it

15



16 Pronouns
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Pronomi personali complemento oggefaréct object pronouns

FORMA DEBOLE FORMA FORTE Direct object
(Weak form (Strong form pronoun
(before the verb or (‘usually after the
attached to it verb)
mi me me
ti te you
lo lui him
lo/la/La lei/Lei her
lo/la o} it
ci Nnoi us
Vi VOI you
li/le/Li/Le loro/Loro them people, ped
li/le o} them ¢hing9g
Mi pagano. They payme
Pagananme. They payme
Ci contattano. They contactis.
Contattanaoi. They contacus.
La nutro. | feedher (my caj.
Nutrolei. | feedher (my caj.

In the third person singular and plursirong formsare not used for things or for animals that are not
household pets.

Mia zia ha comprato le scarpe. Mia ziale ha comprate.  [Not Mia zia ha
compratdoro.]

My aunt bought the shoes. My aunt boughthem

Hanno catturato le iene. Le hanno catturate. [Not Hanno
catturatdoro.]

They captured the hyenas They capturedhem

In colloquial Italian,strong formsare used when we wanteémphasize the direct object, to contrast
two objects.

Voglio lui come testimone! | wanthim as my best man!
Ha aiutatovoi, ma non ha aiutatooi. She helpegoub ut di dsndét hel p

2-1

Replace the words in parentheses with the appropriate weak forms of the direct object pronouns, choosing
amongmi, ti, lo/la, ci, vi, li, le Place them before the verb.

1.cercano. (il dottore)
2. guardate? (il film)

3. Giovanni porta al mare. (i figl)
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4. batto sempre a scacchi. (Angela)
5. ——— chiami? (il cane)

6. ——— raccolgono. (le rose)

7. —— mangi? (la torta)

8. — nutre. (i piccoli)

9. — porti in casa? (le sedie)

10. aiutano. (le loro amiche)

2-2

Replace the words in parentheses with the strong forms of the direct object pronouns, choosinp&nmng
lui, lei, noi, voi, loro. Place them after the verbui, lei, loro are used for pets but not for things. Leave the
sentence blank if you cannot use a strong pronoun.

1. Cercano . (il dottore

2. Guardate

2 (l film)

3. Giovanni porta

al mare. (i figli)

4. Batto sempre a scacchi. @ngela

5. Chiami ? (il cang

6. Raccolgono . (le rose
7. Mangi ? (la tortgd

8. Nutre . (i piccol)

9. Porti in casa? ||

Fo'rmal and Inforrhal Address

Italian uses direct object pronouns in addressing people, either formally or informiathy;are also
used to address a group of people formally.

Forms of address

FamILIAR PoLiTe
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_cscrcizi [N

weak strong weak strong
singular ti te La Lei you
plural Vi VOiI Li/Le Loro you

Weak forms are placdakfore the verb.

Ti invito a cena, Joe. | 6 m i youtd dininem, dgoe.

Vi invito a cena, Liae John. | 6 m i youtd dinnar, ¢ia and Joe.
La invito a cena, Signer | 6 m i woutd dinnem, &ir.
I
I

O O O

Vi/Li invito a cena, Signor m i youtd dininem, gentlemen.

La invito a cena, Signer m i youtd dininem, §ladamVi/Le invito a
cena, Sign@ | 6 m i youto dinnem, ¢adies.

(@)

Strong formdollow theverh.

Invito te a cena, Joe. | invite youto dinner, Joe.
Invito Lei a cena, Signora. | invite youto dinner, Madam.

2-3

Translate the following sentences. Use the appropriate pronoun, choosing amangi. Usevi for both
formal and informal situations when addressing more than one person. Last names indicate that people are c
formal terms. Use the simple present to translate both the present progressive and the future.

1. Is he ging) calling you?

2. 1 will contactyou soon, Mr. Vanzetti.

3. | know you well, guysragazz).

4. We are inviting youl.) to dinner.

5. I call you 6ing) every day.

6.1 61 1 see you at t he bar, mada m.
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7.Wedll take you to the airport, gentl emen.

2-4

In the following conversation, insarti or ti, placing them before the verb.

Pietro: « chiamavi»?
Giulia: «Si,—ehiamavoHo bisogno di un favore. porti in montagna»?

Pietro: «Non porto in montagna, perché devo andare a Milano. Quando torno, vu@ amdsaa da mia
sorella»?
Giulia: «Preferirei di no. Quando trovo in casa da solo»?

Pietro: « trovi domani sera. Vieni, cosi facciamo due chiacchiere in pace».

2-5

In the following conversation inse or me, placing them after the verb.

Pietro: ——  «Chiamavi o lui»?
Giulia: «Chiamavo Ho bisogno di un favore. Domani, porti ed i miei
amici in montagna»?

Pietro: «Non porto ed i tuoi amici in montagna, perché devo andare a Maramdo torno, vuoi andare
a cena da mia sorella»?
Giulia: «Preferirei di no. Quando trovda solo»?

Pietro: «Trovi -gda-selo domani ser¥ieni, cosi facciamo due chiacchiere in pace».

Placement in Negative Clauses

In negative clauses, the negative partie is placed directly before the verb. The weak forms of the
direct object pronouns are pladeetween the negation and the vetie strong forms follow the verb.

Lo vedo. Vedolui. | seehim.

Non lo vedo. Non vedolui. | d o nséehim.

Non lo vedi? Non vedilui? Do n b6ybu se
him?

2-6
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Answer the following questions in both the affirmative and in the negative,
m: using the weak pronoumsi, ti, lo/la, ci, vi, li/le,which are placed before the
verb.

5Giulia ama molto | dopera?

6. Rieleggono la senatrice?

7. Approva il primo ministro?

8. Invitate i vostri amici a pranzo?

9. Portiamo tua zia al mare?

2-7

Answer the same sentences in both the affirmative and the negative, using the strong pnenteirisi, lei,
noi, voi, loro, which follow the verb. Remember thaf lei, andloro are not used for things or for animals
(except for pets). Leave the sentence blank if you cannot use a weak pronoun.

1. Compri il vino?

2. Awvisa i suoi genitori?

3. Pulisci la tua stanza?

4. Guardate le Olimpiadi?

5Giulia ama mol t

6. Rieleggono la senatrice?

7. Approva il primo ministro?

8. Invitate i vostri amici a pranzo?

9. Portiamo tua zia al mare?

Placement with the Infinitive

1. Compri il vino?

2. Awvisa i suoi genitori?

3. Pulisci la tua stanza?

4. Guardate le Olimpiadi?
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With the infinitive, theweak form=f the direct object pronouns aatached to the verldropping the

last vowel:
vedere vedertj -Ci, ecc.
chiamare chiamarlo, -li, ecc
Chiamami. To callme
Pagala. To payher.

Strong forms follow the infinitive.

Chiamareme. To callme
Pagardei. To payher.

2-8

Replace the strong pronouns with weak pronouns, attaching them to the infinitive.

1. Pensi di aiutare lui?

2. Ha deciso di assumere lei?

3. Sei sicura di battere lui a dama?

4. Vi siete ricordati di salutare loro?

5. Credono di aiutare noi.

6. Ho i soldi per pagare voi.

7. Vengono a trovare me.

8. E contento di vedere te.

Placement with the Imperative

With the positive form of the imperative (in the second person singular and pluraltbalweak forms
of the direct object pronourse attached directly to the verb
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m: Chiamai! Call them Pagatei! Payus!

With the negative form of the imperativihe weakforms of the direct object
pronouns can be placedter the verb or between the negation and the vehb the second person
singular, because the verb is in the infinitive, the last vowel of the verb will be dropped when we attac
the pronoun diregyito it.

Non chiamalr! Nonli chiamare! Donoét
them
Non chiamatk! Strong Nonli chiamate! Donot
forms follow the verb. them
Chiamalui! Call him!
Chiamaloro! Call them!
Non chiamaréui! Do n 6 thimk a

Non chiamaréoro! Do n 6 tthem a
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Replace the nouns/names with direct object pronouns. Use the weak forms, attaching them directly to the vel

2-9

1. Porta le sedie in casal

2. Non mangiare tutto il gelato!

3. Aiutate vostra sorella!

4. Non comprate la frutta.

5. Porta il libro, mi raccomando.

6. Saluta Elisa da parte mia!

7. Non seguite Mario!

8. Invita Marco e Gianna a cenal!

Direct Object Pronouns with Compound Tensesgmpi Composi

Tenses may beimple(semplici) (I see, | think, | heardgtc) or compoundcomposti)(l 6 m | i st en
have seepetc.).

Weak forms of the direct object pronouns are pldefdrethe verb form, not between its components.

Li ho chiamait | calledthem
Nonli ho chiamait I di dn
them
We can also attach the weak forms to the gerund, which is used to conpegsitit progressive
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m: Lo sto chiamando. Sto chiamando.  Om cham. | i ng

Nonlo sto chiamando. Non sto chiamando. | 6 m nothimcal | i

The present progressive is formed with the \atdve, which behaves like the auxiliagvere when it
accompanies a verb followed by a direct object. Strong forms follow the verb.

Ho chiamatdoro. | calledthem
Sto chiamanddoro. | 6 m C
them
2-10

Replace the strong forms of the direct object pronouns with the corresponding weak forms attached to the ve

1. Giovanna sta avvertendo lui.

2. Stiamo chiamando voi.

3. Stanno pagando noi.

4. Mia sorella sta ringraziando te.

5. State aiutando loro?

6. | miei amici stanno seguendo lei.

7. Sta osservando me.

Coordination of Direct Object Pronouns with the Past Participle

Italian uses the present perfebti( mangiato, ho letto, ecc.) in many cases where English uses the
simple perfectl(went, | read etc.).

Ho visitato Atene tre anni fa. | visitedAthens three years ago.
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w

. Hai pulito la tua stanza?

N

. Avete guardato le Olimpiadi?

5. Maria ha visto sua cugina?

6. Hanno rieletto la senatrice?

\‘

. Avete invitato i vostri amici a pranzo?

(o]

. Hanno portato tua zia al mare?

Placement with Modal Auxiliaries ( Verbi Servili )
When the verb carries a direct object, the past participle of thega@nprato, chiamato, aiutato)is
coordinated withthe gender and number of the direct objsben the objegbrecedesthe verb, but not
when it follows it.

LO)bho ®ent it Hoviso lui. | sawhim.

L@bho @&ent it Hovisb lei | sawher.
The masculine is used when the gender of the person is not known, or when the object includes bc
males and females.

Li ho vist. Ho visto loro. | sawthem(masc. pl).
Le ho vise. Ho visto loro. | sawthem (fem. pl).

_cscrcizi AN

Answer the following questions in the affirmative and in the negative, using the weak pronadire/la, ci,
vi, li/le, which are placed before the verb. Take your clues to the gender of the object from the nouns in the
interrogative sentences.

1. Hai comprato il vino?

2. Ha avvisato i suoi genitori?
When used as modifiers of another verb, the modal auxilidoiesre (mus), potere (may/can , volere
(will), andsapere(to know are followed by the infinitive.

Devo partire. | must leave So ballare | can
dance

In affirmative and negative clauses, weak forms can be either placed before the modal verb or attach
to the verb in the infinitive.

Posso aiutda. La posso aiutare. | can helpher.
Devo guarddo.Lo devo guardare. | must watchhim. Non posso vedtr.
Nonlo possovedere. | canrhint see
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m: There is no set rule about where to place the weak forms; it is a matter of

emphasis, meaning, and style, the version with the pronoun attached to the
infinitive is more common

Strong forms follow the verb in éhinfinitive.
Posso aiutarkei. | can helpher.

Devo guardaréui. | must watchhim. Non posso vederiei. |
canohimsee

| cscreizi ES

Replace the nouns or the names with direct object pronouns, choosing anindingp/la, ci, vi, lorg placing
them either before the modal auxiliary or after the verb in the infinitive.

1. Possiamo servire gli ospiti?

2. Vuoi aiutare mia sorella?

3. Devono invitare il loro capo.
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N

. Vogliamo pagare il consulente?

5. Sa scrivere la lettera.

(o2}

. Devo guardare la pietanza.

7. Potete aprire la porta.

8. Sanno riparare il computer?

| csercizi ES

Translate the following sentences. Use both weak and strong pronouns, depending on the emphasis you war
give the sentence. Remember that Italian uses the present perfect more than English does.

1. You wanted a new dress. Were you able to buy it?

t finish t

(@)

2.Youstoul dnét have paid them. They didn

3Youbre asking me if | want to invite him, too?

4. The organizers assigned our tennis partners. | definitely did not want her.

5. We caught a lot of crabs. Can they eat them?

6. She loves her sister very much. She wants to help her as much as she can.

7. They must convince them to come.
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Note In a compound tense, we cannot attach a pronoun directly to the past pagiaplaniato, aver
guardato, aver visto, aver presp ecc.). When the compound tense is made of a modal verb, an
infinitive, and a past participle, the weak form of the direct object pronoun can be attached to th
infinitive followed by the past participle:

Devono avdr convinti a venire. / They must have convirccthemto come.
Li devono avere convinti a venire.

The strong forms follow the verb.

Devono aver convintoro a venire.  They must have convincdtemto come.

Other Modal Auxiliaries

Other verbs can play a modal functialesiderare, osare, preferire, sembrareWhen followed by a
verb in the infinitive that carries a direct object, the general rule is to use the pramiplm<i, i, ecc.,
attached to the verb in the infinitive.

Desidero vedén. | wish to sedim.
Prefeiscono chiamar domani.They prefer to calyoutomorrow.

Lasciareand Fare+ the Infinitive

The causative verldasciare(to let) andfare (to have something done by someone else; to make someone
else do somethingllow or cause a person other thhe subject to perform the action.

The weak forms of the direct object pronommsst be placed befotasciare or fare.
Lo lascio andareNot: Lascio anddo.] | let him go.
L@ 6ho fatta and alrhad/madeiergato thetdoctore .
[Not: Ho fatto andda dal dottore.]

Strong forms are placed after the infinitive.

Lascio andaréui, non lei. | let him go, nother.
Ha fatto andarene a chiedere scusa. She had/madmego and apologize.

_esercizi HEAN

Translate the following sentences using the modal auxiliaries or the leesdiare/faresuggested in
parentheses, followed by an infinitive. Use the weak forms of the direct object pronouns.

1. Pietro dared reproach heos@re
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2. Clara seems to understané.ngembrar¢

3. We let them leaveldsciare

4. You (pl.) make me eat too many candidare)

5. They prefer to contact yosifg) directly. (referire)

6.1 61 presl senipleybu Sing) buy that dressldsciare

7. You (sing) made her cry.fére)

8. He let me cry.lésciare

Lo (It /That)

The weak pronouto can refer to the entire sentence preceding it. English cait'ths¢ with the same
function, but often omits it.

Ho parlato con Luigi; tuttio hannonotato. | spoke with Luigi; everyon@oticec

(it).
«Ho visto Nicoletta ieri». ko so». il saw Ni col eltkhoa.
Si crede bella, maon lo & She thinks sBB®o6s
i snot

_cscrcizi

In the following sentences, insert the prontmm the proper place. Its placement follows the same rules as
those of any other weak direct object pronoun.

1. «Vorrei tanto aiutarti, ma non ho un solde&apisco».

2. «La nostra squadra vincera sicurameni©hi dice»?

3. Si crede intelligente, ma non é.
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4. Vuole tornare; non ha detto, ma ho capito.

5. Ha giocato solo con Lucia. Hai notato?

6. Volevi andare in montagna. Hai poi fatto?

7. «Hanno divorziato». «<Ho saputo».

Ci (Vi): Other Uses

Besides functioning as direct object pronourigandvi, rarely used) can be used to mean:

here, there, in that place, through there

C 6.../Cisona.. (Vi é.../Vi sono... ) translate ashereis . . . [There are . . .

This/That

_esercizi HEANN

Ci sonotanti fiori nel prato. There areso many flowers in the
meadow.
C 6 molto da fare. There isa lot to do.

Cbéber a uuwnaecrdelet. a  Once upon a timehere wagNot
Vbéer a u.nlaacovuelkinga. .

Ci vado spessa.go there often.

Ci passo tutti i giorni. | gothrough thereevery day.

Ci sei, se passo staserd@ll you bein, if | stop by tonight?

Nonci fare caso. Non fare casa cid/aquella Don 6t thani nd
Nonci capisco nulla.Non capisco nullaicido. | don 6 bfthgtet any

Translate the following sentences. As a direct object pronourti ptaced before the verb in a finite form or
attached to the infinitive.

1. There are too many books on the shelf.

2. They can see us from the street.
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3106l | implepheg toneorrow.

4. Once upon a time there was a gentle dragon . . .

5. Are you pl.) in, if | stop passaré by tonight?

6. She thought (ha pensajoa lot about it, but she refused (ha rifiutatd.

7. There is a lot of bread at home.




Unit 3
Indirect Object

Pronouns

An indirect object is a noun or noun substitute that usually requires a
preposition to make the sentence
becomes meaningless if we say fnl
for or replace an indirect object are calliedlirect object pronouns
(pronomi complemento indiretto).

| 6 m guithiSandra | 6 m guithiher. g

One of the most frequently used indirect objects is the one that answers
the questionsTo/for whom is something being done?

She wrotdo Peter We bought a cakier
Mary.

QuestionTo whom QuestionFor whomdid
we

did she write? buy a cake?
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She wrote a letteio him.

She wrotéhim a letter. We bought

Gli hai parlatoDid you talkto
Le compriun vestito? Are you

29
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The following table lists

Pronomi personali

Pronouns can replace names or nouns as indirect objedts
whom/whichthe action is aimed.

We bought a cakier her.

This construction is used so often in everyday language that the
prepositiongo andfor can be omitted.

her a cake.

What we just said about English holds also for Italian, which can use:

A Thestrongforms of the object prmouns (see Unit 2), accompanied by
the prepositions/per.

Ha parlatoa lui. He talkedto him.
Compri un vestito  Are you buying a dregger lei?
for her?

A Theweakobject pronoun, used without a preposition.

him?
buyingher a dress?

Companies, Inc. Click here for terms of use.
personal pronouns conveying end or purpose.

complemento indirettdridirect object pronouns
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FORMA DEBOLE FORMA FORTE INDIRECT OBJECT
(Weak form) (Strong form) Pronouns

mi a/per me to/for me

ti alper te to/for you

gli a/per lui to/for him

le/Le a/per lei/Lei to/for her

ci a/per noi to/for us

Vi a/per voi to/for you

(gli) loro/Loro anda/per loro to/for them

There is no weak form for the third person plural. Wireesculine singulagli is now currently used for
the masculine and feminine plural.

Parloa Carlo. Gli parlo. I 6 m ttahink
Parload Anna. Le parlo. I 0 m ttahek
Parload Anna e Carla Gli parlo. I 6 m ttathem

The strong pronoutoro/Loro is used for both masculine and feminine.

P

Parload Anna e Carla Parloloro./ | 6 m ttathémi ng
Parloa loro.

Placement of Strong Forms in Affirmative and Negative Clausesme(to Mé/a voi
(to You) , etc.

Per me a lui, a voi, ecc., are used when we want to clarify or emphasize the person to whom the actiol
is addressed.

Strong formsare usually placedfter the verbThey are never placed between the negative panticie
and the verb.

Hanno scrittaa noi. They wrotgo us
Non hanno scritt@ noi. Theyd i dwrite to us
[Not Non a noihanno scritto.]

When the sentence includesimect object,strong pronouns can be placbdfore or after the direct
object.

Offriamoa voi un viaggio gratuito. ~ We offer a free trippo you
Ho comprataina giacca nuova per te | bought a new jackdor you.

Whenloro is used without a prepositioit,must be placed directly after the verb.

Comunicailoro la notizia. | gavethemthe news.
Ho spiegato il problema loro. | explained the problero them
31

Rewrite the following sentences, using a pronoun preceded by a preposition to express the indirect object.
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1. She writes him long letters.

2. We offered you a ride.

3. | sent you a package.

4. They bought her a car.

5. He gave them a suggestion.

6. You sold them her jewelry.

7. Do me a favor.

3-2

Translate the following sentences using the strong pronouns with a preposition, following the same word orde
as in the English sentences. Wsloro for the third person plural. Use the simple present.

1. We are buying a present for yqul)(

2. Are you 6ing) writing to her?

3. Are they offering help to us?

4. Is she talking to yousing) ?

51 dm giving him a piece of advice.

6. Are you pl.) calling telefonarg@ them?

7. He is sending a package to me.
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3-3

Translate the following sentences using the strong pronouns with a preposition. Place them directly after the
verb. Usdoro without a preposition for the third person plural. Use the verb suggested in parentheses.

1. We said goosbye to them.dire arrivederc)

2. She entrusted her investments to hiaffidare)

3. He told me the end of the moviehfcontarg

4. You two promised henot to lie anymoreldire le bugi@

5. He told them his version of the incident.

Placement of Weak Forms in Affirmative and Negative Clausest (to Me), ti (to
You), gli (to Him) , etc.

In affirmative clauses, weak pronouns are plasefdrethe verb form, with both simple and compound
tenses. In negative clauses they are plaetdeen the negative partigten andthe verb The verb may
or may not be followed by a direct object.

Gli parlo. | will speakto him.
Non gli parlo. Not: Gli non parlo.] | 6m nottohimal |
Le ho dettouna bugia | told her a lie
Non le ho detto una bugia. Idi dtallinera lie.

[Not: Le non ho detto una bugia.]
Le stai offrendoun lavoro? Are you offerincher a jol?
Non mi stai offrendo un lavoro? Ar e rydutofferingme a

job?

[Not: Mi non stai offrendo un lavoro?]

34

Replace the subject pronouns in parentheses with the appropriate indirect object pronouns. Chooseiamong
ti, le, gli, ci, vi, gli which are placed before the verb. Wgiefor the third person plural.
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—— 1.compriamo un gelatgvoi)
—— 2.raccontano una storiad]i)
3.mando dei fiori.léi)
4.offre il suo aiuto. rfoi)
5.compro un televisorelofo)

6.scrivi una cartolina@o)

7.regalo il mio orologio.t()

3-5

Translate the following sentences. Remember that you caglidsethe singular and the plural. Use the verb
suggested in parentheses.

1. Does she care for him@dler beng

2. | tell them everything.dire)

33Why donét you t eaccontathem your story? (

4. We 6 | | singpie pre9.them a new TV setrégalare

5. | promise you §l.) better service next timgprometterg

6. Her lover buys her very expensive jewelmgorfiprarg

3-6

Translate the following sentences using the weak pronouns, which go before the verb. Use the verb suggeste
in parentheses.

1. We said goodye to them.dire arrivederc)

2. She entrusted her investments to hiaffidare)
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3. He told me the end of the moviehfcontarg

4. You two promised her not to lie anymorplkdmetterg

5. He told them his version of the inciderdirg)

Placement with the Infinitive

With the verb in the infinitive, theveak form=f the indirect object pronouns are attached to the, verb
dropping the last vowel.

Parlami. To talkto me
Ha deciso di dani un passaggio. He decided to givaus a
ride.

Strong formdollow the verb.Loro can follow the verb without any preposition.

Parlarea noi. To speako us
Ho deciso di daroro un passaggio. | decided to givéhema ride.

_csercizi ERAN

Replace the strong pronouns with indirect object pronouns, attached to the verb in the infinitive.

1. Pensi di telefonare a lui?

2. Ha deciso di offrire a lei il lavoro?

3. Hai tempo di spiegare a noi quel problema?

4. Hanno deciso di dare a voi le informazioni.

5. Pensano di parlare a te delle vacanze.

6. Sai scrivere un bel biglietto di augyér lei?

7. Crede di fare un favor& me?
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Placement with the Imperative, Second Person Singular and Plural

With the positive form of the imperative, teak formsf the indirect object pronouns are attached to

the verb.
Parlani! Talkto md
Parlateni! Donoéttomdal k

With the verb in the nedive, the weak pronouns canddgached to the infinitiver be placedetween
the negation and the verb.

Non parlami! Non mi parlare! Donot
mel!

Non parlateni! Non mi parlate! Dondt to
mel!

Strong formdollow the verb.Loro follows the verb, with or without a preposition.

Parlaa lui! Talkto him.
Non parlarea lui! D o ntélkto him!
Parlaa loro di tuo fratello! Talkto themabout your brother!
Non parlareloro di tuo fratello! Do n datk to them about you
brother!
3-8

Replace the strong pronouns with the weak forms of the indirect object pronouns attached directly to the vert

1. Parla a lui del problema con i vicini!

2. Non dire a me che sei stanca!

3. Raccontate a noi i vostri progetti!

4. Non consegnate a lei il pacco!

5. Non offrire a lei la cenal

Indirect Object Pronouns with Compound Tenses

With compound tenses (e.g., the present progressinelistening, | have heayetc.), the weak forms
of the indirect object pronouns are platedore or aftetthe verb form, not between its components.



Indirect Object Pronounst1

Gli ho detto la verita. | told him the truth.
Non gli ho detto la verita. I di dtaellditm the truth.

With the present progressivwhich uses the gerungeak pronounsan be placed eitheeforethe verb
form or attachedto the gerund.

Gli sto parlando. | 6m ttahinki ng
Sto parlandgli.

Strong formdgollow the verb form.

Ho detto la verita lui. | & m thanlthe truthgto parlanda lui.
I 6m ttahinki ng

3-9

Replace the strong forms of the indirect object pronouns with the corresponding weak forms. Attach them to
the verb when possible.

1. Ho scritto una lettera a lei.

2. Sta telefonando a lui.

3. Abbiamo fatto un regalo a voi.

4. Hanno offerto un passaggio a noi.

5. Stai mandando unmail a me?

6. Sto comprando un libro per te.

Placement with Modal Auxiliaries Verbi Servil)

With the modal auxiliariedovere (mus), potere (may/can, volere (will), sapere(to know, followed

by an infinitive, the indirect object pronound, ti, gli, ecc., (weak forms) can be plackeéforethe
modal auxiliary, omafterthe verb in the infinitive, in both affirmative and negative clauses. There is no
set rule @out where to place the indirect weak pronouns.

Posso mandar Vi posso mandare | can sendyou
una lettera. una lettera. a letter.
Non posso mandar Non vi posso mandare I c a n Gau
a

una lettera. una lettera. letter.
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Strong formdollow the last infinitive, either before or after the direct object, if one is present.

Posso mandare voi una letterd.can send/ou a letter.
Posso mandare una letteraoi.l can send a letteto you

When addressing a person formallg, is used fo either a man or a woman.

«Posso offrite un aperitivo»?

may mean
AiMay | offer you an aperitif, Madam?0 or
AMay | offer you an aperitif, Sir?o

Replace the strong forms of the indirect object pronouns in parentheses with the corresponding weak forms,
mi, ti, le, ecc. Place them after the infinitive. Ugd¢o address a group of people formally or informally.

1. Posso parlarea(Lei), Signora?

N

. Pos® presentarea(Lei) mia moglie, Signore?

w

. Vorrei offrire (@ te) una cena.

D

. Vogliono parlared noi) di un progetto.

5. Dovete consegnara fng un pacco?

6. Possiamo offrireq voi) qualcosa da bere, Signori?

7. Devi confessarea(lui) il tuo errore.

Other Modal Auxiliaries

When the verbdesiderare osare preferire, sembrare ecc., are followed by another verb in the
infinitive that carries an indirect object pronoun, the pronaungli, le, ci, ecc.,are attached to the
verb in the infinitive.

Desidero scrivée. | wish to writeto her.
Preferiscono parlar. They prefer to talko you



Strong formdgollow the infinitive.

Desidero scrivera lei. | wish to writeto her.

Preferiscono parlara voi. They prefer to talko you

_csercizi I

1. Do you fl.) wish to give her a suggestion?

Indirect Object PronounsA3

Translate the following sentences using the causative or modal auxiliary suggested in parenthesesnilJse the
gli, le, ci, ecc., indirect pronouns.

. She lets me eat her slice of cake.

. They dared talk thim.

. She had a gift sent to ugare)

.We di dnot | et him finish his

speech.

. He seems to believe hinsgmbrarg

. Do you 6ing) prefer to buy her a CDpreferire

.She doesnot | et them use her

Causative Verbs\erbi Causativj: Lasciare, Fare

The causative verldasciare(to let) andfare (to have something done by someone else; to make someone
else do somethingcan be followed by a verb that carries both a direct object and an indirect object
pronoun. The weak formmsi, gli, vi, ecc.,mustbe placedeforethe causative verb.

Gli lascio finire la vacanza. | 6 | Ihim ffinkssh his vacation.[Not: Lascio

finirgli la vacanza.]

Vi faccio mandare un messaggio. | 61 | have tyomessage sent

[Not: Faccio mandasi un messaggio.]

Ci lasciano usare la loro barcd.hey letus use their boat.
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[Not: Lasciano usai la loro barca.]
Le fate finire il lavoro? Will you havenher finish that job?

[Not: Fate finide il lavoro.]
Strong formdgollow the infinitive.

Lascio finire la vacanza lui. | let him finish his vacation.

Indirect Object Pronouns withPiacereg(to Pleasge

The Italian verkpiacere(to pleasgis used to convey the idea that English conveys with thetwdile.
I n English, we say: fAMary | ikes the dog. 0

In Italian, theobjectof the verb (the dog) becomes gubject.The subjectof the sentence (I) becomes
the persorio whom the dog is pleasingnd since in Italian the subject of the sentence is the person or
thing that is pleasinghe verb agrees witthe subjectnot with the recipient of the action.

A Maria piace il cane / Maria likes the dog.
Il cane piace a Maria (Literally: The dog is pleasingo Maria.) A mio fratello
piacciono i video games My brother likesvideo games.

(Literally: Video games are pleasing
to my brothen.

Instead of a noun or a name preceded by the preposijtisa can use aimdirect object pronounThe
weak formsf the indirect object pronouns are platedorethe verb.

Le piace la torta. Shelikes the cake.
Gli piacciono i nuovi sci. He likes the new skis.

Strong formscan be placed either before or after the verb, but prefebatyre. This construction is
commonly used, since it helps emphasize what the person likes or does not like.

A me piacciono i dolci.l like sweets.
Il salmone piace lei. She likessalmon.

In negative clausesveak pronounsre placedetween the negative partiaten and the verb. Strong
pronounsare placedefore the negation or after the verb

Non le piacela carne. She d o e s niké
meat.
A voi non piaceil vino. / Youd o riketwine.

Il vino non piace a vai

In Italian there are several verbs that work in the same wpiesre The most common are:

accadere/capitare/succedere to happen to someone
bastare to be sufficient to/to be enough for someone; to
suffice to someone
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dispiacere to be displeased with; to be sorry about (used fot

feelings and mental states rather than things)

far bene to be good for someone; to be beneficial to

someone
far male to hurt (someone); to ache

far piacere  to please someone; to be pleasing to someone
far dispiacere to displease someommportare (di)  to matter to someoriateressare

to be interested in; to interest someone

mancare to lack; to miss

parere/sembrare to seen/appear to someone
| esercizi [ER
Change the following sentences
me . 0O

1. We like ice cream.

from

il

k e

(som

N

. She likes books.

w

. You (pl.) like that dog.

D

.They don6ét |I|ike cats.

ol

. You (sing) like Anna.

6. He likes movies.

\‘

. | like the tango.

_esercizi ER

Translate the following sentences using the yéaisere Use the weak forms of the indirect object pronouns,

placed before the verb. Ugé for the third person singular and plural.

1. Do you like the cinema?

2He doesnoét |l i ke meat.



46 Pronouns

3We donot | ike the prime minister.
4.1 dondét | i ke those books.

5 They dondét I|ike the new house.

6. She likes your brothers.

\l

. | like jazz.

8. Youising ) doné6t I ike jazz.

_csercizi

Translate the following sentences. Use the strong forms of the indirect object pronouns with the preposition
Place them before the verb.

1. Did they like the opera?

2Youpl) didnét | i ke that restaurant.
3 He didnét I ike the soup.
4. She liked her trip.

ol

. Did you (ing) like their CDs?

o

. She likes your brothers.

\‘

. llike jazz,youging) donodt .

0o

. We liked the movie,youp{.) di dnét .




Double Pronouns

A sentence can contafoth a direct object and an indirect objeathich
can be expressed through either names/nouns or pronouns.

You gavea present(it) You gavat to her. to
Christina (to her).
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[talian can:

A Place thalirect object pronoun before the veahdthe
indirect objectaccompanied by the prepositicaper after
the verb

Lo hai portatca me  You broughtit to me.
Le ho comprateper lei. | bought them for her.

A Usethedouble pronourtonstruction, which is the more
common: both thdirect objectand thandirect object
pronounare placedbefore the verb

Me lo hai portato.  You broughtne it
Gliele ho comprate. | bought themfor her.

Double pronouns are composedtioé weak forms of the direct object
and the indirect object pronouns. The indirect object pronouns change
their ending fromi to -e, to make pronunciation easier.

me lo/la/li/le him/her/it/them to me
te lo/la/li/le him/her, etc., to you
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glielo/gliela/glieli/gliele him/her, etc., to him
glielo/gliela/glieli/gliele him/her, etc., to her
ce lo/la/li/le him/her, etc., to us
ve lo/la/li/le him/her, etc., to you
glielo/a/lille him/her, etc., to them

Glie is used for the third person singular and plural, masculine and
feminine.Glie + lo/Ia/li/le form one word.

Portoil libro a mia madre. | 6 m ttre baokta
my mother
Portolil libro a mio padre. I 6 m tthe kookit@m
father.
41
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Le portoil libro . | 6 m tthe bdokntgher
Gli portoil libro . | 6 m tthe baoknt@him

P

Glieloporto. | 6 m titaokér.n g
Glieloporto. | 6 m titaokiimn g

Portoil libro ai miei genitori. 1 6 m tthe bdoktgmy parents
Gli portoil libro . | 6 m tthe bdoknt@themGlielo porto. I 6 m

takingit to them

We use th@reposition + the strong form of the indirect object pronadnen we wish to avoid confusion.

Glielo porto domani Lo portoa leidomani. | will takeit to hertomorrow.( ad Anna ).

Placement of Double Pronouns

In positive, negative, and interrogative sentendesple pronounare placedefore the verb forrand
between the negation and thelwdike any other weak pronoun.

Glielo sto dicendo. | 6 m titeolhimi n g

Non ve lomandano? D o ntlbey sendt to you?

4-1

In the following sentences, replace nouns and names expressing the direct and indirect objects with the
appropriae pronouns.

EXAMPLE: |l 6m telling o6tmhateldtiorgy itto tmy hfiant. her

1.1 6m giving the gift to my mot her.

2Sheds writing a |letter to her brother.
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3 Webre opening the room for the senator.

N

. You (pl.) are sending that photograph to their sisters.

51 0m preparingngdi nner for you (

(o2}

. You (sing) are closing that account for me.

7.Theydére cleanindemj he box for her cat. (

8 Hebs showing the paintings to us.

9.Sheds deli versitoyouu t hose message

4-2
Translate the sentences using the simple present. Place the double pronoun before the verb.

EXAMPLE: Il 6m telli ndlidaldieot story to my father

1.1 6m giving the gift to my mother.

2Sheds writing a |letter to her brother.

3 Webre opening the room for the senator.

4. You (pl.) are sending that photograph to their sisters.

551 6m preparingngdli nner for you (

6. You (sing) are closing that account for me.




Double PronounS1

7.Theydre cleaning the box for her cat.

8 Heds showing tmestramai ntings to us. (
9.Sheds deliveringph.hose messages to you (
4-3

In the following sentences, replace the nouns and names expressing the direct and indirect objects with the
appropriate pronouns. Use to/for + indirect object pronouns.

EXAMPLE: We donét seWa ddhrdtpaskmdiei tt ot &l sar. .

1.16m building the desk for the children.

2He doesndt mail the picture to me.

w

. Will they open the store for you?

4 Youbre offering your help to Carl o.

ol

. 1 will give my book to Sara.

6.Hebs preparing the report for the directors.

7.Youdbre preparing the meal for my friends and m)

[00]

. They will explain the problem to you and your friends.
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Placement with the Imperative, the Infinitive, and the Gerund

When the verb is in the imperative (second person singular and plural), the infinitive, or the gerund, th
double pronouns are attached to the verb.

Portanelo! Bring it to md
... portandmelo. .. .(by) bringingit to me
Portamelo.  To bringit to me

When we use thstrongforms of the indirect object pronouns, the direct objeattsched to the verb

Portdo a me Bring it to me!

... portandtp a me .. . bringingit to me.
... portato a me .. .to bringit to me.
4-4

In the following sentences, replace the noun that forms the direct object and the indirect object pronoun with
the appropriate double pronoun attached to the verb.

1. Manda il regalo a lei!

2. Impresta la tua macchina a loro!

3. Portate il telefono a noi!

4, Offrite un cioccolatino a lui!

5. Mostra le carte a me!

4-5

In the following sentences, replace the nouns/names in italics that convey the direct and indirect objects with
double pronouns, attaching them to the infinitive, the imperativihe gerund.

1. Hai detto a Luigi di portarke chiavi ad Elis&

2. Dandoquella informazione a meni hai aiutato molto.
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3. Rendiil pallone a Robertb

4. Pensano di mandaréori a lei?

5. Compranda biglietti per noi ci avete fatto un bel regalo.

Placement with the Negative Form of the Imperative

With the negative form of the imperative (second person singular and plural), double pronouns can t
eitherattached to the verbr placed between the negation and the verb

Non portamelo! D o nbboirg it to md

Non portateeld D o nhbing them to us Non me loportare!
D o nhbing it to me

Non ce leportate! D o nbbirg them to us

When we use thstrong formsof the indirect object pronoun, the latter idllow the verb The direct
object pronounsan be attached to the imperatimeplacedetween the negation and the verb

Non portato a med D o nhbing it to me

Non portatée a nol D o nhbing them to u$ Non lo portarea mel
D o nhbing it to me

Non leportatea noil D o nhbdirig them to us!

4-6
Translate the following sentences, attaching the double pronouns to the verb.

1. Donét send the gift to her!

2Dondt | end your car to them!

3. Dondt plhthe telephoife to us!

4. Donbt pldwirfe orhiml(

5, Dondt show timestamar ds t o me! (
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Double Pronouns with Compound Tenses

With the present perfect (e.fjhave spokenthe double pronouns are pladedore the verb formWhen
the object pronoun precedes the past participle, the latter will beicated with the gender and number
of the pronoun.

Ci ha raccontatda tua storia. Cel@@ ©6 ha r Hedddoswyourt a .
story. He toldit to us

With thepresent progressivehedouble pronounsan either be placdukefore the verb formar attached
to the gerund( Remember that the gerund is invariable. )

Ci sta raccontandia tua storia. Ce lasta raccontando. / Sta
raccontandecela He 6 s use/dutstonyg He b6 s dttedsl i ng

With the past infinitive, the double pronouns caratiached to the infinitive
Dice di aver datdl pacco a lora Dice di aveglielo dato.He says he gave
the package to himHe says he gaveto him.

4-7

In the following sentences, replace the simple present with the present pragegsbsihhe nouns/names with
double pronouns placed before the verb form.

1. Dai | 6aut omobil e a EIl ena. 2.

Portiamo il cane allo zio.

3. Preparano la festa per voi.

4. Mostrate il filmino a Enrico.

5. Costruisce la barca per te.

6. Indichiamo la strada agli ospiti.

7. Pittura la cucina per me.
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_csercizi IR

Translate the following sentences using the double pronoun$; te |a ecc., placed before the verb. Use the
verbs suggested in parentheses. Remember that the past participle must be coordinated with the gender of t
direct object when the latter precedes the verb.

1. | built the desk for themcpstruire

N

. He mailed the phtograph to me.gpedirg

3. They opened the store for yasir(g). (@prire)

4. You (sing) offered your help to meoffrire)

5106m giving tdar®d book to her . (

6. He wrote the letters to thenscfivere

\I

. You (pl.) are preparing the meal for upréparare)

8. They explained the problem to yqul.j. (spiegar¢

Placement with Modal Auxiliaries Verbi Servil)

With the modal auxiliarieslovere (mus), potere (may/can, volere (will), andsapere(to know used

as modifiers of another verb in the infinitive (elgcan see, | must §q the double pronoun can either
beattached to the infinitiver placedbefore the verb fornThere is no set rule about where to place the
double pronouns.

Posso mandaela | can sendt to you
Ve laposso mandare.

When we use thstrong formsof the indirect object pronouns, the latter vidllow the verb The direct
object pronounsan be attached to the infinitiver be placetefore the verb form

Posso mandér a voi. | can sendt to you
La posso mandara voi.

_esercizi IR
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Replace the nouns/name conveying the direct/indirect object with the double pronoun attached to the verb in
the infinitive.

1.Voglio ricordare | 6appuntamento a Massi mo.

2. Devi raccontare la tua disavventura a tua sorella.

33.anno mandare i document i all davvocat o.

4. Puo comprare il gelato a te.

5. Volete promettere una ricompensa ai ragazzi?

6. Devo vendere il quadro a voi.

\I

. Vuole aprire la casa per me.

" ecerc I

Using the same sentences, place the double pronouns before the verb forms.

1.Voglio ricordare | 6appuntamento a Massi mo.

2. Devi raccontare la tua disavventura a tua sorella.

3.3anno mandar e i document i all 6avvocat o.

4. Pud comprare il gelato a te.

5. Volete promettere una ricompensa ai ragazzi?

6. Devo vendere il quadro a voi.

\‘

. Vuole aprire la casa per me.



Double PronounS7

oo I

Answer the following questions in the affirmative, using the double pronouns attached to the verb in the
infinitive.

1. Vuoi organizzare il viaggio per Marco?

2. Sanno aprire la cassaforte per me e i miei fratelli?

3. Posso affittare | dappartamento ai suoi amici ?

4. Dovete vendere i gioielli a me?

5. Vogliamo comprare la sciarpa alla mamma?

6. Sai chiudere il conto per loro?

7. Devo scaricare il programma per voi?

8. Deve pagare | 6affitto al padrone di casa?

9. Vuole offrire un brindisi a voi?

10. Sa dare la medicina alla bambina?

When the modal verb is followed bypast infinitive double ponouns can either battached to the
infinitive or placed before the verb form

Posso avetela mandata. | may have serit to you
Ve laposso aver mandata.

_csercizi IEN
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Replace the direct object and the indirect object with the appropriate double pronoun, attaching it to the
infinitive.

1. Vorresti aver organizzato il viaggio per Marco?

2Possono aver affittato | 6appartamento ai | or o ¢

3. Vorreste aver venduto i gioleh me?

4. Dovrebbero aver finito il lavoro per la mamma.

5. Devono aver scaricato il programma per Vvoi.

Causative Verbs\erbi Causativj: Lasciare, Fare

With the causative verbasciare andfare, the double pronouns are pladefore the causative verbs
or attached to them with the imperative, the gerund, and the infinitive

Me lo lascia fare. He letsmedoit.
Fatagylielavendere!  Makethemsellit!

e [

Replace the strong form of the indirect object pronoun and the direct object with the corresponding double
pronoun, either before the causative verb or attached to it when possible.

1. Fa finire a lei quel lavoro!

2. Cilasciate portare il cane?

3. Non vi lagiano invitare quella ragazza.

4. Fate portare il cappotto al signore.

5. Lasci vedere la casa ai signori?




Double PronounS9

6. Mi lasciate vedere quel film?

7. Tilasciano prendere a prestito la macchina.
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Reflexive Pron®ns
as Impersonal

Reflexive pronouns convey the idea that the action expressed by
the verb falls on the performer.

| washmy own person | washmyself
Sheweighsier own person Sheweighserself

As reflexive pronouns, Italian uses the weak forms of the direct
object pronouns modified only in the third person singular and plural

Pronomi riflessivi (Reflexive pronouns

mi myself

ti yourself

Si himself

Si herself

Si itself

Si oneself

Ci ourselves
Vi yourselves
Si themselves

The reflexive pronouns are placedbefore the vdilte any other weak
pronoun.

lo mi lavo. I 6 m wagself
Vi pulite? Are you cleaningpurselves

In Italian, more verbs take the reflexive forms than in Englifdr
example, verbs that express care of the body. Here are the most
important reflexive verbs:

A. Care of the Body

asciugarsi to dry oneself

cambiarsi to change onebd
coprirsi to cover oneself

e to wash oneself

pesarsi to weigh oneself

51
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pettinarsi t o comb plirse 6 s tolelean oneself

radersito shave

spazzolarsi(icapell) t o brush onebdés hair

spogliarsi/svestirsi t o get undressed/to take oneds cl ot
truccarsi to make oneself upestirsi to get dressed

S5-1

Translate the following sentences, choosing among the verbs listed under A. Translate all present progressiv
tenses with the simple present.

1. She weighs herself every day.

2. He shaves twice a day.

3. You (pl.) are making yourselves up for the show.

4 Theydre taking their clothes off.

5. The cat is washing herself.

6. My mother brushes her hair every evening.

7.1 cover myself when itbés col d.

8. Are you 6ing) getting dressed?

9.9 Webre getting undressed.

Placement with the Imperative (Second Person Singular and Plural), the
Infinitive, and the Gerund

Like any other weak pronoun, reflexive pronouns are attachedgerumd animperative andany
infinitive (e.g.,Lavandomi. Lavatevi! Ho detto a Giulia diavarsi. Devonolavarsi.).
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5-2
Translate the following sentences.

1. Comb €ing) your hair!

2. | must get changed.

3. I'will tell her (simple pres to wash herself.
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4. Cover yourselves!

5Dondt weigh yourself again!

6. Can she dry herself?

7. They must clean themselves.

Compound Tenses

When the verb takes the reflexive form, the auxiliary verbsisere(to bg. The past participleis
coordinated withlthe subject in gender and number

Sié lavat. Shewashedherself
Sisono guardamnello specchioTheylooked atthemselvesn the mirror.

Modal verbs in a compound tense followed by a reflexive verb camvakeor essereas theirauxiliary.

Avrebbe dovuto lavarsi Si sarebbe dovuto lavare  He should have washég mani!

le mani! his hands!
Ha voluto vestirsida sola.Si e voluta vestireda sola. She wanted to get dressed by
herself.
-3

Translate the following sentences. The ending of the past participle must be coordinated with the subject. The
default is masculine.

1. She weighed herself a week ago.

2. When did he shave?

3. They made themselves up for the show.

4. You (pl.) took your clothes off!

5. The cat fem) washed herself.
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6. | (masc) covered myself well.

7. Why did you éing) uncover yourselfrhasc) ?

With the present progressive, the reflexive pronoun can be either plefoed the verb forrar attached
to the gerund The gerund does not change ending.

Maria si sta lavando. Maria sta lavargio Maria is washingherselt
Vi state pettinando? / State pettinavi@o Are you combingour hair?

53

Reflexive Pronouns and Direct Objects

Many verbs that take the dateobjectalso take the reflexive pronotmmake it clear that the action falls
on the subject. English usually adds the possessive to the direct object.

Lavole mani.
Question Whosehands am | washing?

Lavo le mania mia figlia. | 6m wanyhidmgight.er 8s hands
but

Mi lavole mani. | 6 m wany lmnda g

Most verbs used to talk about oneds body and
pronouns.

B. Body Parts and Articles of Clothing

asciugarsi gli occhi, il viso, la facciale mani,e ¢ ¢ . to dry oncanibmrsif ac e, h a
il vestito, i pantaloni, ecc. to change onedscopdrsilemani,latr ouser s,
testa, ecc. t o cover one dfarsilabanbd, ¢ ungliieceacd to staveftto.

pol i sh o twddassilemani, lagaccia,datestaccc. t o wash onebs hands
head, etc.

lucidarsilescarpe t o p ol i s hmetersiéeicalze dahnagiaecc. to put on

stockings, pullover, etc.

pettinarsi i capelli t o comb pilirseldfaccid)la mani, le unghie to clean

A

onebs f ace, sboprinsdetestateayanbepcc. ¢ tocuncover oneds he
etc.spazzolarsii capelliecc. t o b r u s htogtiersiel @appothoai pantaloni, ecc.
t o take a,fdnts, etarecéarsi, eccot o make up onebs eyes, f a

5-4
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Translate the following sentences, choosing among the verbs from lists A and B. Use the simple present to
translate the present progressive.

1. She likes to brush her haipiécere + inf)

2. Clean 6l.) your face!

3. He combs his hair, but does not shave.

.We had (abbiamo dovu}do change our socks after the game:

5. They are making up their faces.

6. Are you 6ing) shaving?

7. We cover our heads in church.

Doing Things for Oneself

The reflexive is also used to convey the idea timegt is doing something for onesa&fen though the
action does not fall on the subject.

Mi cucinouna bella cena.
does not mean

| cookmyself br dinner.
It means

I 6 m c anwoide dimer for myself/l 6 m ¢ aygsdlfia nigg dinner
Here follows a list of verbs often used when doing things for oneself.

C. Doing Things for Oneself

ascoltarsi to listen to
bersi to drink
comprarsi to buy
costruirsi to build
cucinarsi to cook
cucirsi to saw

farsi to do
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giocarsi( mor e oft en meani ndogamblegway)

leggersi to read
mangiarsi to eat
prepararsi to prepare
stirarsi to iron
vendersi to sell

| cscrcizi N

Add the appropriate reflexive pronoun to the following sentences. Attach the pronoun to the verb whenever
possible.

EXAMPLE: Costruisce una bella cas8i costruisce una bella casa.

1. Compro un abito da sera lungo.

2. Volete cucinare un arrosto?

3. Non bevete tutta la bottiglia!

4. Elena ha intenzione di giocare 1.000.000,00 euro alla roulette:

5. Mio marito stira le camicie.

6. Prepariamo le valigie.

7. Vendono tutte le azioni.

Coordination of the Reflexive Pronoun with the Auxiliary and
the Past Participle

A verb that takes a direct object usually takes the auxiimeye However, when there is a reflexive
pronoun, the verb takes the auxili@ssere

Anna ha cambiatdAnnasi & cambiata Anna changed 6 a.bli & @.thért o
dress

When the direct objedbllows the past participle, the past participle@rdinated with the subject in
gender and numbel he default gender is masculine.



Reflexive Pronouns an8i as Impersonal Pronoun67

Le suore sisono lavag le maniThe nuns washedheir hands
| calciatori si sono lavatle mani. The soccer playersiashedheir hands

5-6

In the following sentences, change the auxiliary fem@reto essereand add the appropriate reflexive
pronoun.

EXAMPLE: Ida ha spazzolato i capellida si & spazzolata i capelli.

1. | bambini non hanno pulito le unghie.

2. Mia nonna non ha pettinato bene i capelli.

3. Avete coperto la testa?

4. Nicola ha cambiato i pantaloni.

5. Ho messofem) le calze.

6. Tolga pure il cappotto, Signora.

7. Le mie sorelle hanno truccato solo gli occhi.

8. Gli attori hanno truccato tutto il viso.

9. Il nonno ha fatto la barba?

10. Abbiamo lavatorfasc) le mani.

Reciprocal Reflexive Verbs\(erbi Riflessivi Reciprogi

Italian uses the reflexive form when two or more people perform an action that affestdbjects
reciprocally. English often uses the phrasexh otheior one another
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Loro due si amano.
Ci siamo guardati.

Angela e Rita si sono abbracciate.
assomigliate molto!

Those two love each other
We looked at one ather,

Angela and Rita embracedi
You really look alike!

Reciprocal reflexive verbs can be used by a singular subject reflexi@&lguardaallo specchio.

He 6 s

| oo ki inthe nairtor.)dhar by a glural subject reciprocadlySi guardanoattraverso

la sala. They are looking at each otheacross the roon).

D. Reciprocal Reflexive Verbs

abbracciarsi
aiutarsi

amarsi
assomigliarsi
baciarsi

capirsi
chiamarsi
conoscersi
desiderarsi
dividersi
evitarsi
fidanzarsi
guardarsi
incontrarsi
innamorarsi
lasciarsi
odiarsi

parlarsi
presentarsi
riconoscersi
scambiarsi(indirizzo, numero di telefonecc.)
scriversi
spiegarsi
sposarsi
telefonarsi
toccarsi
tradirsi
vedersi/incontrarsi
venirsi incontro
volersi bene

o7

to embrace each other

to help each other

to love each other

to look alike

to kiss each other

to understand (each other)

to give a call to/to call each other
to know/to get acquainted with each other
to desire each other

to split/to separate

to avoid each other

to get engaged

to look at each other

to meet (each other)

to fall in love with each other

to leave each other

to hate each other

to talk (to each other)

to introduce each to the other

to recognize each other

to exchangegddresses, telephone numheasts.
to write to each other

to explain

to get married

to ring/to call each other

to touch each other

to betray each other

to see each other/to meet

to come half way

to love/care for each other

Translate the following sentences. Use the simple present to convey both the near future and the present
progressive.

1. Franca and Nicoletta care for one another.
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2. Massimo and Luciana are getting married.

3. Shall we call one another tomorrow?

4. My brothers help one another a lot.

5. We understand each other.

6. Olga and | write to one another.

7. They will see each other tomorrow.

8. They got separated after twenty years of marriage.

-8
Translate the following sentences. Use the present perfect.

1. Franca and Nicoletta have always cared for each other.

2. Massimo and Luciana got married a year ago.

3. We exchanged telephone numbers.

4. My brothers have always helped one another a lot.

5. We never understood each other.
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6. Olga and | (fem) have written long letters to one another for many years.

Pronouns

7. They saw one another a week ago.

8. They embraced.

Reflexive Verbs and Direct Object Pronouns

A reflexive verb can take eeflexive pronourand a direct object pronounwhich can form a double

pronoun. To make pronunciation easier, the reflexive pronoun changes the endisigdrenThe same
pronoun is used for the third person singular and plural.

«Si cucinala cena»? e lacucina». fils she cookinglinner for hersel? 6 A Sh e
«Ti compriquelle scarpe? «Me le compro». fiWill you buythose shoea 6 |  theml 6

Pronomi riflessivi + Complemento oggetto  (Reflexive + Direct object pronouns

me + lo/la/li/le it/them for/to myselte + lo/la/li/le it/them for/to yourselte +

lo/la/li/le it/them for/to him/herselte + lo/la/li/le it/them for/to ourselvese

+ lo/la/lifle it/them for/to yourselvese + lo/la/li/le it/them for/to themselves
Placement

_csercizi G

With most fnite tenses, double pronouns are plabefbre the verbWith theimperative thegerund
and theinfinitive, double pronouns can form one word, attached to the verb. idittal auxiliaries
followed by an infinitive, double pronouns can be placed eibefore the modal verbr after the
infinitive.

Mi cambiole scarpe Me le cambio.

I 6 m c hmayrshpésn g | 6 m c htlemg
Comprdi una giacca! Compraela!

Buy yourself coat Buyit!
Gianna sta lavandoi denti. Gianna sta lavandsel..

Sheds Iherteethh i n Sheds hhen
Potrei leggermi quel bel libro. Potrei leggamelo.

| could readthat nice book | could readit.

i s

<

b L

Replace the nouns in italics with direct object pronouns. Place the reflexive pronoun + direct object pronoun
before the verb.

1. Mi cambioi pantaloni
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2. Si giocai gioielli di famigliaalla roulette.

3. Ti trucchigli occhi?

4. Si mettonde scarpé

5. Vi comprateun compute?

Double Pronouns: Coordination with the Past Participle

When the tense of the verb requires a past participle and the direct object pronoun precedes the verb,
past participleis coordinated with thdirect object pronoutt ashappens when the auxiliaryasere)

Si e lavab le manf? Se leé lavae?
Did he washis hand® Did he washtthem?

When there is a modal auxiliary followed by a verb in a past tense, the double pronoun can be eith
placedbefore the modal auxiliargr attached to the infinitive

Deve essai lavai le mani She must have washedher
hands
Seledevdesser e | avat Shemust have washddem

D e v 6 sefelavat

oo N

Replace the nouns in italics with the direct object pronouns. The reflexive + direct object pronouns either are
placed before the verb or are attached to the infinitive.

1. Ti sei preparatée valigie?

2. Si sono toltil casca

3. Devono essersi lucidde scarpe

4. Ci siamo copertd capo.

5. Vi siete asciugatie manf?
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6. Si e cambiatd maglione

7. Mi sono toltail cappotta

8. Si é cucinatda bistecca

Si as Impersonal Pronoun

English conveys an impersonal subject through the wamdsve, you they, people

Onealways thinks other people are more interesting

One/Youshould never give people advice

Theydonét 1| i ke strangers around here
They/Peoplesay her husband is divorcing her

In Italian we can usti/voi, loro, andla gente But the most commonly used impersonal pronoun is the
pronounsi, which is used to generalize about an indefinite group of people that may or may not include
the subject.
Si parla di indire elezioni anticipate. There is talkof calling the elections befer
the end of the mandate
Siva al cinema staser&hallwe go to the movies tonight?

Nonsipud imparare una lingu®ne/You c a n 6t | e argiraniera if sefr ei gn
settimane. language in six weeks

Si + verb in the third person singularan be used with ast verbs, in all modes and tenses. With a
compound tense, the auxiliary will lBssere the past participle will take th@asculine Impersonal
verbs, such akisogna(it is necessary conviene(it is better/advantageoisimporta/non importa (it
matterg i t do e} mpoda(i tman a iem s)/ sembbasit seemy amdsucgede(it happeny ,
cannot take the reflexive form.

Si é parlato di Mario al bar. Peopletalked about Mario in the bar
Si é mangiato molto al matrimonio. The guestste a lot athe wedding

_csercizi HESNN

Translate the following sentences.

1. Si pensa che ci sara un altro attacco terroristico.

2. Ragazzi, si parte alle sei domattina!
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w

. Siimpara piu in fretta quando si € giovani.

N

. Si dice che il principe sposera una straniera. Si vedra.

[62

. Si mangia bene in quel ristorante.

(o2}

. Si é parlato molto di vendere la ditta.

7.Si l avora troppo al giorno dbéoggi

(o]

. Si gioca a golf, domenica?

_esercizi HESN

Translate the following sentences. Wse the third person singular.

1. We give too little financial aid to poor countries.

2. One believesarederg the mass media too much.

3.0n e doe s ncoeterelthéd policians. (

4. We are dying from hunger!

5. We are thinking ofgensare gdiselling the house.
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6. It is said that he wantsdglia) to become president.

7. You can play poker in that club.

8You donot want to bet on the stock market now.

Note When the impersonal pronownis used with a reflexive verb, the reflexive pronoun willdbe
rather tharsi.

Ci silava le mani. Wewash our hands
Onewas hes o1
Ci si sveglia alle sette. Wewake up at A.Mm.

Onewakes up at A.m.



The N

Ne is an invariable pronoun (weak form). It can replace masculine,
feminine, and neuter antecedents. Ne plays several functions.

Ne (of/lby Someone/Something )

Ne can be used as an indirect object pronoun, meaningof him/her/
them and by him/her/them

«Ho appena vistoCarla...» «Non mi parlare di lei »!
«Non me ne parlare»!
means

Al j uGarla. . ADondt tabdutherl

Non la conosce bene, ma € affascinataa lei.
Non la conosce bene, mane & affascinato.

means
He does nhertwel | , but hbylbes

Ne also takes the place of the possessive, which in Italian is con
veyed through the prepositiodi + the noun conveying the owrarpy
thepossessive adjective + a houn

Apprezzo | diCarlb.
Neapprezzo | 6int

means
| appreciat€ a r Intelligence

Apprezzo la suaintelligenza.
Neapprezzo | 6int

means

| appreciataisintelligence

63
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Placement ofNe

Ne behaves like any otheveak pronounlt is placedbefore the verlin most finite forms anéetween
the particlenon and the verb in negative clauses. It can be attached tofithigve, thegerund,and the
imperative

Sentendoe parlare tanto, Having heard so muctabout them ha voluto
conosceli. he wanted to megtem

Hanno conosciuto Lucia. Adesso  They met Lucia Now they wouldvorrebbero
conoscene i genitori. like to meeter parents

6-1
In the following sentences, replace the words in italics with the proneuplace the pronoun before the verb.

1. Ho sentito parlardi lui.

N

. Sai qualcosdi loro?

3 Apprezzo il sednMada del |l 6umor i s mo

D

. Conoscete i genitodei vostri amic?

5. E rimasto colpitala Bianca

6. Ricordilnomed el | 6i Angegner e

\‘

. E la babysitter di quella bambina

8. Abbiamo una buona opiniorkel nuovo collega

Ne (of This, of That/from This from Tha

Ne can replace a phrase or a concept already expiesi@id, di questg di quello; da questq da
guello (of it, about it, of this, of that, by/from this, by/from fhatc. It can also refer to an entire
sentence.

Hanno dicussdella questione Ne hanno discusso.



They talkedabout that issue

Deducodalle tue paroleche non
le credi.
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They talkedabout it

I infer from your wordst hat vy o
believe her

Ne deduco che non le credi. | infer fromthatt hat you d
her.
«Diconoche dia le dimissionb. A T h e yhe willagyit.0

«Ne sai qualcosa»? ADo you knaboutid ay
| esercizi IR

In the following sentences, replace the words in italics with the proneun

1. Hoparlatoamiopadee | | 6i.nci dent e

2. Non sapeva nientgel premio

3. Abbiamo una pessima opiniodel lavoro di restauro

4. Non vedono la necessith chiedere un altro prestito

5. Vale la pendavorare tant®@

6. Non riuscite a fare a menb fumare?

Ne as Partitive Pronoun Pronome Partitivd

The antecedent afe can be acountable or uncountable whote# which we can specifa part or
guantity Whenne plays this function, it is callegronome partitivo.

Neis usually accompanied by a word indicating the quantity/part of the whole.

«Mangila carne»? ifDo yomeaP@®at
«Ne mangioun pezzetto». Al wialpiecede a
«Vuoidelle mele>? Do you am

apple® o
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«Ne voglio una». Al voaeo t
But ne can also be used by itself, leaving implicit the word conveying the part.

«Mangila carne»? «Nonnemangio». i Do eatomea? 6 A 1.0 dondt

Words conveying quantity

uno/una, due, tre, quattro... 1,2,3,4...55, 98, etc.
cinquantacinque, novantotto, ecc.
1 chilo, due etti, tre chilometri, ecc. 1 kilo, 200 grams, 3 kilomete
etc.
Abbastanza Enough
Del/dello, dei/degli, della/delle A little, some, any

Many indefinite pronouns convey quantity. For a list, see Unit 12.

Del/dello, della, ecc., are formed by joining the preposittir{of) and the definite articlaglo, la, ecc.,
(see Unit 13), they may meahthe or a little, someWhendel/dello, della, ecc., meanf the they help
us to add information about someone or something, or to indicate possession.

Quel libro parladella guerra. That book talkabout the wai

Il canedi Paolo & simpatico. Paol odsicedog
When they are used as indefinite artictied/dello, della, ecc., meaa little, some.

Vuoi della cocacola? Would you likesome cok@ Vorreidella carne |
would likesome meat

In both cases, the pronome can be used to replace the antecedent intediby the prepositiodi or
the indefinite articlelel/dello/della ecc.

Quel librone parla.  That book talkabout it
Nevorrei. | 6d sdme k e

6-3

In the following sentences, decide whetthel; dei,ecc., means a little, some, or of the.
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a little/some of the

1. Vuoi della birra? —_— _
2. Tiricordi di Anna? _ _
3. Mangiate del pesce? _ _
4. Parliamo del film? —_— _
5. Vendete delle pesche? _ _
6. Non volete del riso? S _—

7. Vuoi mezzo chilo di riso? D _

6-4

In the following sentences, replace the nouns/names in italics with the proadexclamation marks indicate
that the verb is in the imperative. Attashto the imperative or the infinitive. If there isnerd/phrase
conveying a specific quantity, repeat it in the sentencengith

1. Bevodel vina

2. Rivedranno trelei loro cuginia Natale.

3. Compriamodel pane

4. Vendono unalelle lore barche

5. Vogliono noleggiareino di quei film

6. Prendetaino di quegli ombrel®

7. Spediteuna di quelle cartolin@ vostra zia!

8. Coglietedieci di quelle piante

9. Vogliono regalare mille dei loro liballa biblioteca pubblica.

10. Non metteucchermel caffe.
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Ne and Gender/Number Coordination

In a sentence where the verb contains a past partieipée (angiatg aver comprato, ecc.) and the
pronounne, the past participle must be coordinated with geeder and number of the antecedent
which nerefers.

«Hai canpratodei pomodori»? ADi d yanwutoniatoep
«Sli, ne ha@omprati». iYes, bomédo L
«Ha mangiatalelle mele»? AiDi d sahyappe&d
«Si,ne ha mangias». ifYes, sene@ at

When the sentence contains the wout®/nessuno(one/no ong the past participle will takéhe
singularand will be coordinated igenderwith the antecedent.

«Hai compratalei pomodori»?fi Di d yanutoniatoeg o

«No, nonne ho comprataoessune. i No , | dnydndét buy
«Ha mangiatalelle meles? A Di d sahyeapple®d

«No, nonne ha mangia nessuna. No, she dichot eatany.0

6-5

Translate the following sentences. Wd/dellq della, ecc., to convey an indefinite quantity before a noun.

1LADidpydubpy some zucchini?d6 AYes, I bought (sorl
2iAibDid they take any sandwiches?06 fAiYes, they toolk
3.ADi dsipggoy éat any chocol ates?d fiYes, I ate one. ¢
4. ADid you eat any peaches?0 AYes, I ate one. 0

5 ADidpypudé¢ink enough water?0 fAYes, I drank enol

6ADid she find any interesting recipes?0 fAYes,
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~
S

AiDid you see any good films?0 fANo, | didnot

o
S

AiDid you see any nice skirts?o0 ANo, | didnot

Ne and Double Pronouns

Ne can be coupled with the indirect object pronouns seen in Unit 3, forming the double pnoeones
te ne gliene ce ne ve ne gliene

Me ne ha parlato ieri. He talkedto me about ityesterday
Ve nehanno detto qualcosa? Did they tellyou anythingabout thaf

Rules for placement are the same as for the other double proiere can be used for the third
person singular and plural, masculine and feminine.

Depending on the tense and mood of the weglzan be either placed before the verb orchital to it.

Gliene ho parlato ieri. §d Anna | talkedabout it to heryesterday
Parlgliend  Talkto her about it

6-6

Replace the names/nouns conveying to whom the action is addiesisiediith indirect object pronouns.
Replace the thing of which we are specifying a part (in italics) mathttach the double pronoun to the verb
when possible.

1. Ho portatodella tortaa Oscar.

2. Abbiamo compratalel gelatoper la mamma

3. Hai compratadel paneper noi?

4. Avete vendutalelle melea Donatell&?

5. Non ha mandato nessumessaggi@ te?

(S

S

€
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6. Devono aver imprestatma macchina mio fratello.

7. Ho presadei soldi in bancger te.

8. Volete comprarena biciclettaper me?

6-7

Replace the names/nouns conveying to whom the action is addiesisiediith weak indirect object
pronouns; and usee to indicate the person/thing of whom/which we are talking (in italds)s used here to
mean of someone and of this/that. Rementizne can refer to an entire phrase or sentence.

1. Abbiamo parlatali Giannaai suoi genitori.

2. Ha parlatoa medella sua fidanzata

3. Ho riferito a lui della vostra scoperta

4, Hanno dat@ noibuone informazionsu di lui

Ne and Reflexive Pronouns

Ne can also be coupled with theflexive pronounso form the double pronoumse ne te ne se nece
ne, ve ne se ne These are used with verbs that takerdilexive forntogether with:

A direct objectthat can be conveyed thugh the partitive pronoune.

Si é compratdre gonne She boughthree skirts for herself
Se neé compratdre.

An indirect objectintroduced by the preposition¥da.

Ci occupiamo nodi quel problema.  Ce neoccupiamo noiWe
will take careof that problem We will take care of it.
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6-8

Replace the direct object (in italics) with the pronawand form double pronouns with the reflexive
pronounsold . Fol |l ow the rules NeandoGeddeat Nombgr veE€no

1. Mi cucino unadei polli per me.

2. Sicomprano una partel terreno

3. Sitrucca solo umcchid?

4. Ti prepari unavaligia?

5. Vi bevete treMartini?

6. Sifanno cinquaiova al tegaminio

There are many verbs in Italian that takergftexive formand arindirect objectintroduced bydi. The
indirect object can be a name, a noun, a sentence, or a pronoun.

Di + the indirect objecbecomese, which is used to form the double pronoume ne te ne ecc.

Mi sono dimenticatdi Me ne sono dimenticato. | forgotthem
loro.
Sisono pentitidi Se nesono pentiti. They regrette
having
averla calunniata slandered her
or

Theyregretted it

Reflexive verbs i

accontentarsi di to make do

accorgersi di to become aware, to realiatontanarsi da to move away from
dimenticarsi dito forget

innamorarsi di to fall in love withinteressarsi di to show interest for
liberarsi di to get rid ofoccuparsi di to take care gpentirsi di

to regret, to be sorry f@paventarsi di to become/get afraid stancarsi di

to get tired of

valersi di to rely on, to take advantagewa#ntarsi di to boast about
vergognarsi di to be ashamed of
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Note Verbs of motion such aallontanarsene andarseneg partirsene, venirsene scapparsene
starsene ecc., take the reflexive forms and the partidemeaningrom that place Whenandarsene
andvenirseneare used alone they mean the samanagre andvenire.

Si é allontanatala lei? Did he distance himseffom her?
Se neé allontanato. He did
Me ne vada |l 6m l.eaving
Te ne vaia passeggio da solo? Are you taking a stroll all
yourself?
6-9

Replace thdoldwords with the reflexive pronoun and the words in italics with the proneuim compound
tenses, coordinate the past participle in gender and number with the subject.

1. Ti sei innamoratali Franca?

2. Ci interessiamalel suo problema

3. Vi siete dimenticatili avvisarld?

4. Sisono liberatidi quel seccatore di Filippo

5. La mia amicasi € vergognataelle sue parole

6. Dariosi e stancatdali lei.

7. Mi sono stancatdelle sue continue lamentele

8. Vi siete pentitdi averlo abbandonat®

9. Non siinteressa piudi amministrare il patrimonio di sua madre
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Pronouns as

As seen, we can omit prepositions when we use indirect object pro
nouns to answer the question to/for whom and when we use the
pronoun ne. But when we use pronouns to convey other indirect
objects,we usually need to add a preposition.

| work with them. Lavorocon loro
The portrait was painted Il ritratto é stato dipinto
by her. da lei

The proposition is always followed bythe strong form of the object pro
nouns There are no corresponding weak forms.

Complementi indiretti (Indirect objedts
al/con/per (at/to/with/for) etc.
me me

te you

lui him

lei/Lei her/you (form.)
esso/essa it

noi us

voi/Voi you

loro/Loro , essi/esse them

Esso/essa essilesse are used for things and animals. They are
used almost exclusively in writing.

Lei/Voi and Loro are used in addressing people and now often ani
mals, especially pets.

Placement

In Italian, the placement of an indirect object formed by a preposi
tion + a pronounis very flexible. The most common placement is:
(subject) + verb + (direct object) + preposition + indirect object
pronoun.
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Finisco la seratda loro. I will spend the rest of the eveniagtheir place
Vadoacengonlu. | 6 m goi ng withhimf or dinner
Dicono bellecosdilei,They 6r e s ayabaugheini ce t hings
Non sono contentii noi. They are not happyith our performance

Indirect objects can also be placed before the verb; they can be inserted between the verb and the di
object, and between the verb and anotherutliobject. This holds for simple and compound tenses.
Only context and style will dictate what position is appropriate.

Di voi mi fido. | trustyou.
Vadocon loroinbarcal 6 m goi mwiththenai | i ng

With a negative sentence, indirect objects are dlaitherbefore the negatioar after the verb

Da te noné andato nessuno. No one wento your place
Non potevi fare di pitperlei. You coul dndét fodherr. anyt hi ng el se

The following, however, are incorrect and meaningless.

Nonda te € andato nessuno. No one went tgour place
Pensada lei di poter passare. | think | can stop byt her place
Noncon lui ballate! Do not dancevith him!

Stada leiandando.  She is goingo her place

/-1

In the following sentences, replace the noun/names in italics with the appropriate indirect object pronouns.
Use the prepositions suggested in parentheses. (For a full account of the use of prepositions, see Part Il.)

1. Gioco a carteon te e i tuoi cugini

2. Da Francanon abbiamo ricevuto niente.

3. Ho affidato tutti i miei affara mio cognato

4. Sifida totalmenta&li sua madre

5. Tra Paolo e Daricci sono sempre discussioni.

6. Passiamalalla zia?(da)




7. Quella fotografia & stata preda Michele

8. Scrivo un librosu Marilyn Monroe (su d)

Pronouns as Objects of Prepositions 75

7-2
Translate the following sentences, using the prepositions suggested in parentheses.

1. He talks to them every daycdn)

20l ga doesnotperwor k for him. (

3. Are you 6ing) going to her place?§)

4. She lives above mesdpra d)

5. He must choose between you and rtre)

6. The dinner was prepared by hirda)

7. We count on yousing). (su d)
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Unit 8 ]
Interrogative

Pronouns

Interrogative pronouns allow us to acquire specific information about a
person or a thing. In both Italian and English, they are used to introduce
either a principal or a dependent clause. In either case they are placed a
the beginning of the sentenceyhistroduce.

Chi viene a cena?  Whois coming for dinnerdovinachi
viene a cena. Guesswhois coming for dinner.

Che cosastai facendo? Whatare you doing?
Dimmi che cosastai facendo. Tellmewhaty ou 6r e doi

Pronomi interrogativi  (Interrogative prommung

chi who/whom
dichi whose
a/per/da chi to/for/by, etc., whom

chelche cosa  whatquale/quali what/which

gquanto/a/ilehow much/many

Chi?(Who?Whom?Y

Chi is used only fopeople or animalsespecially pets, never for things.
It is invariable in gender and numband is used both agibjectand
direct object Chi is placed at the beginning of a clause, including in a
negative clause.

Chi chiama? Whois calling?

Chi stai chiamando? Whomare you calling?

Chi non viene? Whois not comig?

Chi non hai invitato? Whomdi dndét you invit

Vorrei saperehi sta | 6d | i kwhoidcallindk n o w
chiamando.




Non sochi stai chiamando. I dondahomkoadr e
calling.
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Chias Subject

Whenchi is used as subject, the verb takestlive person singular

Chi lavora quiAWho works here?
Chi va a scuola? Whois going to school?

When the question regards tlentityof a person or of a group of people, we use the @ssbrewhich

is coordinated with the person about whom we are inqujiifnitpe sentence gives you sufficient clues.
When we do not know whoChidé?é mét o moma ythe meebu we
English addst.

Chi €? Who is it?
Chi sona? Who are they?
Chi sei tu? Who are youZhi siamo noi? Who are we?

8-1

Translate the following questions.

1. Who is she?

2Who doesnot want cof fee?

3. Who are they?

4. Who are youging) ?

5. Who speaks German?

6. Who are youpl.) ?

7. Who am I?

8. Who is your friend?
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Coordination ofChi as Subject

When the tense of the verb includegast participle theauxiliary verbwill be in thesingular.

When the auxiliary i®ssere the past participle of the verb will be in tfeminine singulawhen the
person/group in question is composedenhalesit will be in themasculinen all other cases.

Chi e andita al mare?\omen Who went to the beach?

Chi estatoin Cina? (nales ad femaley Who has been to China?

Chi si é vesta in lungo? Who was wearing an evening gowghi si emesso

I 6i mper me aWholvae?a raincoat?
When the auxiliary isivere thepast participlewill be in the masculing or coordinated with the direct
object ingender and numbewvhen the object precedes the verb).

Chi ha dormito fino alle dieci? Who slept unti
ten?
Chi ha comprato il pane? Who bough
bread?
8-2

Translate the following sentences.

1. Chi viene alla festa?

2. Chi compra il pane?

3. Chi e quella ragazza?

4. Chi sono loro?

5. Chi acchiappa i topi?

6. Chi ha venduto il castello?

7.Chi | 6ha vendut o?

8-3

Translate the following sentences. Use the present simple to translate the present progressive.
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1. Who is leaving?

2. Who openedHha apert9 the door?

3. Who must overg pay the bill?

4. Who is selling the car?

5. Who wants dessert?

6. Who is going to the ovies?

7.Who doesnot eat meat ?

8-4
Formulate the questions to which the following sentences are the answers.

1LL(o)6bha bevuto Enrico.

N

. Giancarlo si & shagliato.

3. Le hanno scelte i miei zii.

D

.L(a)b6bha vista mia madr e.

ol

. Degli iscritti a Lettere, llaria si € laureata.

6. Li ho controllati io.

\‘

.L(o)dbha rotto | ei
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8L(a)oha rotta | ui

Chi as Direct Object

Whenchi is used as direct object, it translates the Englisbm.( | n col | oqui al Engl
used instead of fAwhom. 0)
Chi vedi? Whomdoyou see?

Chi vedond@? Whomdotheysee?

8-5
Translate the following sentences. Use the simple present.

1. Whom are youging) calling? ¢hiamarg

2. Whom is she hiring7agsumerg

3. Whom does she love?

4. Whom are they contacting?

5. Whom do you fl.) know?

6. Whom do we pay firstper primi) ?

7. Whom must | call?

When chi is the direct object of a sentence and the tense of the verb inclyxest participle the
auxiliary isavere, which will be coordinated with th&ubject whereas thpast participlewill be in the
masculine singular.

Chi ha licenzato tuo zio? Whom did your uncle fire? Chi hanno
premato? Whomdid theyreward?

Note With the subject and the object of a sentence in the third person singular Gis lmadicenziato
tuo zio»? the sentence can mea@hk e la personalle persogletuo zio ha licenziato»2Nhomdid

your uncle fire as well as, Ra chi e stato licenziattuo zio»? Who fired your uncle?). Context will

tell whetherchi is used as subject or direct object.
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8-6
Translate the following sentences.

1. Chi avete visto allo stadio?

2. Chi vogliamo invitare?

3. Chi ha sposato tua sorella?

4. Chi hai chiamato per quel lavoro?

5. Chi hanno intervistato alla radio?

6. Chi ho assunto come consulente?

8-7
Translate the following sentences. (Familiarity with the present perfect is necessary to do this exercise.)

1 Whom did you $ing) call? chiamarg

2. Whom did Nadia hire?agsumerk

3. Whom has she loved all her life?

4, Whom did they contact? 5. Whom did yql.) see?

6. Whom did you $ing) meet?
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7. Whom did we pay first?per primg

Di Chi? (Whose?)

English uses the determinghosebefore nouns to inquire abowho is the owner of the thing owned.
Italian uses thenterrogative pronourchi accompanied by the prepositidn

Di chi é quella macchina?  Whosecar is that?
Di chi & questo bambino?  Whosebaby is this?

8-8
Translate the following sentences.

1. Whose suitcase is this?

2. Whose cats are those?

3. Whose flowers are these?

4, Whose car is that?

Whosecan also be used in English to inquire about the relationship of possession lzehweearthat is
the predicatef a sentence arits unknown owneitalian usegli chi.

Di chi écollega(predicatg quel signorequbjecy? Whose colleagués that gentleman?
Di chi sono alleatigredicatg i ribelli (subjec}? Whose alliesare the rebels?

8-9

Translate the following sentences.

1. Di chi e sorella quella ragazza?

2. Di chi era fidanzato tuo cugino?

3. Di chi é figlio Giovanni?
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4. Di chi sono fratelli Marcello e Piero?

5. Di chi sono amici quei ragazzi?

Whosecan also precede a noun that isdirect or indirect objectof a sentence.

Whose bookslid you borrow?

means

To whomdo the books you borrowed belong?
For whosebenefitdid you make all those changes?

means
For the benefit of what persodid you make all those changes?

In Italian we use the sentencei €hi & (era/é statoétc.)la cosa.. »? followed by a sentence introduced
by the relative pronouche

Di chi sonai libri che hai preso in prestito? Whose bookdid you borrow?
Di chi erala casa chehai comprato? Whose houselid you buy?

_cscrcizi IESNN

Translate the following sentences.

1. Whose car is broken®?ompers)

2. Whose cat got lostDérders)

3. Whose CDs did you copy?

4. Whose wallet did the thief steal?

5. Whose motorbike are they ridinggu{dare

6. Whose painting are we buying?
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7. Whose flowers are we pickingfatcogliere

8. Whose packages are we shipping?

Chi Accompanied by Prepositions

Chi can be accompanied by other prepositions bediilea chi, con chi per chi, da chi, ecc.,
corresponding to the Englisio whom, with whom, for whom, from/by whaestg. Preposition and
pronoun are placed at the beginning of the clause they introduce.

A chi scrivi? To whomare you writing?

Dimmi a chi scrivi. Tellmetowhomy oudér e wr it

Con chivai in campeggio? With whomare you going camping?

Non socon chiandro in vacanza. I d o n 0 twith kwih@rwl 6 m
camping.

English often separates preposition and pronoun, but Italian does not. Therefore, a sentence such as:

Who(m) are you buying that preseffior?

can only be translated into Italian as:
Per chistai comprando quel regalo?

_esercizi ESN

Translate the following sentences. Use the prepositions suggested in parentheses. Omit the subject. Use the
simple present.

1. Who(m) does she live with?dn)

2. Who(m) do they work for?per)

3. Who(m) are those flowers delivered bya)

4. Who(m) did he talk to?4]

5. Who(m) are they buying a computer fogef)

6. Who(m) do these shoes belong tap (
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_cscrcizi HESN

Formulate questions to which the following sentences are the answers. When the answer you find listed in th
exercise is in the first person singular or plural, you will need to formulate the corresponding question in the
second person (and vice versa ).

EXAMPLE: Answer: Ho fatto X per Y.Question Per chi hai fatto X?

1. Ha portato la cena alla sua vicina di casa.

2. Ho dedicato il libro a mio padre.

3. Andiamo in vacanza con i nostri amici.

4. L 6 u ¢é dtatw dipinto da Munch.

5. Fa il prossimo film con Haison Ford.

6. Puoi contare su di me.

7. Dovete consegnarlo a noi.

Che?/Cosa?/Che Cosa? (What? )

Che?/Cos&@/Che cos? is used to inquire only abaiings It can be aubject, direct objectr indirect
object. There is no set rule for choosing amarng?, cos&, orche cos& althoughche? andcos& are
more colloquial.

Che cosasuccede? Wh ast 6
happening?
Che (cosg hai fatto? Whatdid you do?

Di (che) cosaparlano? What are they talkingabout? Per (che) cosati sei
battuto¥hat did you fightover?

Che?/Cos&@/Che cos? is invariable. As aubject it takes thehird person singularThe past participle
will be in the masculine

Che cosaé successo? What happened?
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_csercizi S

Translate the following sentences. Use the simple present to translate the present progressive and the future

1. What does she want?

2. What are they eating?

3. What is taking place in the square@qcedere4. What are youp(.) thinking of doing? ffensaredi)

5. What will we tell our parents?

6. What are youging,) buying?

_csercizi IES

Translate the following sentences. Use the prepositions suggested in parentheses.

1. What are youging) thinking about?d)

2. What are they complaining about&rGentarsi dj

3. What is she worried about@i)

4. | donot know what to do.

5. Ask him what he wants to do.

6. | dondét remember what |l was saying.
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Quale?(What?) and Quali?(Which?)

Quale?is used for thenasculine and feminine singujamndquali? for theplural. Qual(e) drops thee
before the third person singular of the vedsere but it does not take an apostropgeal & qual era,
qual é stata

Qual(e)/quali?is used:
A To inquire about the identity or quality ofo@rsonor thing.

Qual é il tuo cantante preferitd®hois your favorite singer?
Qual & il loro numero di telefono?  Whatis their telephone number?

A To select one item out of a group that has been mentioned before.

Abbiamo moltiCD. Quale vuoi? We have a lot d€Ds Which onewould you like?
Vende dei bei vestiti, Signora.You sell beautiful dresses, Madam.
Quali sono della mia misurd®hich (oneg are my size

_cscrcizi ESN

Addqualeor quali in the following sentences.

1. Hai visto molte biciclette. (sing) hai comprato?
2. Dobbiamo scegliere un — medico.e meglio?

3. Ha buttato via molti — vestiti. (pl.) ha tenuto?

4. Puoi avere tre giocattoli. vuoi?

5. Hanno fatto molte critiche al nostro progetto.  era la piu seria?

6.¢ il tuo cappotto?

7. e il loro numero di telefno?

Che andQuale

Used agpronouns cheandquale are not interchangeable in Italian, as is the casewlidt andwhich
in English.Che cosameans that the object we are inquiring about is indetermiQaisle refers to a
specific object.

Che cosavuoi mangiare? What do you want to eat
Qual e il tuo colore preferito? What is your favorit
color?
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Complete the following sentences by addihg/cosa/che cosar quale/quali

1.

7.

fai domani?

Ci sono molti libri. Vorrei sapere (sing) preferisci.

A stanno giocando?

Dovete raccontare alla polizia  vi & successo.

Ha guardato molte riviste. A (sing) ha fatto abbonamento?

le hai detto per farla piangere?

dei suoi amici ti & piu simpatico?

Quanto?/Quanta?/Quanti?/Quar{té@w Much?How Many?)

_esercizi ES

Quanto? meanshow much/how manyt can refer tgpersons, animalsandthings It can be used as
subject, direct objecgndindirect objectaccompanied by a preposition. It is coordinated in genatér a
number with the noun to which it refers. The default gender is masculine.

Quanti hanno firmato la petizione? How manysigned the petition?
Quante eravate? How manywere you?

Quanto fa? means that we purchased something and now we have to pay for it. It is mostly used in th
singular.

«Eccole le sue arance, Signora. AHer e ar e y
Madam.
«Quanto fa»? fiHow much are they o

Quanto costa?means that we are inquiring about a price. It becdpnemto costano?when the thing
we are inquiring about is in the plural.

«Quanto costanoquelle scarpe»? AHowmuchd o t hos e
«Cento euro». AOne hundred

Complete the following sentences by addjngnto/a/i/e
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1. « costa quella borsa»?

2. «Siamo andati tutti in barca». «—— eravate»?

3. «Siamo andate tutte in barca». «—— eravate»?

4, «Ho visto tantissimi uccelli, non so

5. «Stard via alcuni giorni». «Sai dirmi esattamente »7 »

6. «Abbiamo invitato cento persone. Non.sa accetteranno».

7. « conta il suo appoggio»?

8. «/A  ____ havenduto il dipinto»?
_esercizi A

Translate the following sentences.

1. il 6d | i ke some bread. 0 AHow much??9o

2 AShe bbacomprajomany books. 6 ADo you knew—hor+—

3.AHe bhbasepeltd i ve wives. o AHow many?! 0

4 iHow much do those shoes cost?0

5bAiHow muchinglo wamu (f or t hat boat ?0

6AiHow much do those gloves cost?0
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7Z7AHow much is that dress?o0

o
S

AHer Bccd sy¢ur cheese. 0 AiHow much is iit?0o

Quanto andNe

Whenguanto is used to inquirabout a portion of a larger quantityt is accompanied by the partitive

pronounne.
¢Non ¢c6 piY% paneé.fiThere is no bread
«Quanto nedevo comprare»? Voleva iHowmuchs houl d | buy
comprarsi un vestito.
Non so dirtiquanti ne ha provati! She wanted to buy

how
manyshe tried on!

_csercizi IESNN

Translate the following sentences. Replace the nouns in parenthesas.Wwide the simple present.

1. How many bookg are you §l.) borrowing? fprendere a prestifo

2. How much (aten do you 6ing) drink every day?

3. How many {riendg is she inviting?

4. How much {ce cream do you fl.) want?

5. How much [ettucé are you $ing) buying?

6. How many [etterg are they sending?
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_cscrcizi HESN

Translate the following sentences.

1AiHe |l ikes wine a |l ot. o AiHow much does he dri nk?

N
>
o

0 d vofre) k es o(me or anges. 0 AHow many do you want,

3Al &8m buying ten computers. o0 AHow many are you I

4 AHe is | earning anowhmanyodeegnhéampgealk200 fiHo

bbiHow many rings does she wear?0 AShe wears ei gt
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Relative Pronouns

A relative pronoun replaces an antecedent and introduces a dependent

clause, called aelative or adjectivec | a u s e . The phras
now at MOMA, 0 i s me aeadedrbgd phase that n |
provides the antecedent:: fiviichdés e x |
now at MOMA is very interesting. o

Italian has two sets of relative pronouns: invariable and variable.
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Pronomi relativi Relative pronoung




INVARIABLE V ARIABLE

che il quale, la quale, i quali, le quali who

che il quale, la quale, i quali, le quali whom

che il quale, la quale, i quali, le quali that

che il quale, la quale, i quali, le quali  which

di cui/il cui del quale, della quale, dei quali, whose/
delle quali of which

cui/a cui al quale, alla quale, ai quali, alle  for/to whom

quali, per il quale, per la
quale, per i quali, per le quali
da, con,ecc, dal quale, dalla quale, dai quali, from, with, etc.
cui dalle quali, etc. whom/which

Italian relative pronouns can be usedeople, animalsandthings In
Italian youcannot omit relative pronoun, as you may in English.

Ti e piaciuto il vinoche Did you like the winéthat)
abbiamo bevuto ieri sera? we drank last night?

[l film cheha vinto il primo The filmthat was awardec

premio a Cannes € noioso. the first prize at Canne

is boring.
Il film, cheé stato girato in The film,which was shot
Messico, € costato dieci in Mexico, cost
milioni di euro. 10,000,000 euros.

The verb that follows a relative pronoun takesnhmberof the
antecedent to which the relative pronoun refers.
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Elena, che giocava golf da anni, Elena, who had been playingyolf for
years,
ha smesso improvvisamente. suddenly stopped.
Gli alpinisti che scaleranno  The mountain climbers who will climlb 6 Ever est sot
italiani. Mount Everest are Italian.

If a past participleis used with the auxiligrverbessere the past participle isoordinated in gender
with the antecedenlf the auxiliary isavere the past participle takes the masculine singular.

Parlera con gli avvocathe sisono Shedél | t al kvhooaupatihe | awyer .
della sua causa. took careof her lawsuit.
Le amicheche ho vistoThe girl friends(whom) | sawa cena sono spagnole.
for dinner are from Spain.

Che(Who, Whom, That, Which

Che can be used asibjectanddirect object It cannot be accompanied by any preposition.

La bambinache (subjec) suona The young girvho is playing th:
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il pianoforte & mia figlia. piano is my daughter
La tortache (direct objec} hai portato The cakehat you brought to
alla festa era buonissima. the party was excellent.
La maestra lodo gli alunche (subjecy The teacher praised the puj
who
erano andati al musemésc. pl). went to the museum.

| cscroiz SN

Translate the following sentences. Use the proraim

1. The dog they gothanno prespnever barks.

2. The boat she wants to buy is new.

3. The toys you leftgvete lasciatpin the garden are all wet.

4. A wine we like a lot isbarbaresce-

5. The architect who is designing (progettatheir new house is young.

9-2

Translate the following sentences. Use the proraim

1. Do you 6ing) know the scientist who will speak tonight?
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2. The report Giulia is writing is very important.

3. The apples that yoypl,) pickel yesterday are very good.

4. The earthquake that hit California was very strong.

5. The young woman whom | met on vacation went to Australia.

6. In 1908 Ford launched the Model T car, which cost $950.

7. The workers she hired to build the house are Moroccans.

Cui (to Whom, by Whom, Through Whjdac.)

Cui can only be used asdirect object It is invariable and it can refer to people, animals, and things.
Cui can be used without the prepositmwhen it meansl quale/alla quale, ai quali/ alle quali

La personacui devi consegnare questd he persorto whomyou have to deliver thisacco e
al terzo piano. package is on the third floor.

La dittacui mi sono rivolto &€ moltd@ he firmto which| addressed my request is very
affidabile. reliable.

9-3
Translate the following sentences.

1. The problem you are referring to was solved.
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2. The person yous(ng) were thinking of gensare & for that job is not available.

3. The friend Carla feels closest to is my sister.
4. The cat they got so attached &ffézionarsi & died suddenly.

5. The lecture to which we wenagsistere p yesterday was interesting.

6. The parish to which we belong will be closeérta chiusa.

Verbs +di

Many verbs in Italian are followed i ( see the list in Appendix 2). Relative clauses introducedi by
cui are therefore quite common.

Il problemadi cui abbiamo parlato  The problemabout which we talkede
stato risolto. was solved.

9-4
Translate the following sentences. Ule&ui.

1. Attimes | say things which | latepgi) regret pentirsi dj.

2. This is the friend who(m) we talked to you about.

3 He married a singeentrpatteedy oudbve heard of (
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4. The letter that they forgot was very important.

5. We discussed the project for which | am responsigsdre responsabile)di

6. On that shelf you will find the materials that you need.

Cui can also be accompanied by other prepositions.

La casan cui abito apparteneva ai The housen which | live usa to belon:
to
miei honni. my grandparents.
Gli arnesicon cuilavoro sono vecchi. The toolswith whichl 6 m wo r k
old.
9-5

Translate the following sentences. Wsi&accompanied by the prepositions suggested in parentheses.

1. The girl with whom | play tennis is an old friendof)

22The boy who(m) sheds canatkin

3. The candidate for whom | voted did not win the elections. (pe)

4. The drawer in which you put your keys is empty. i{n)

5. The desk on which you left your keys has been cleaned.s{)

6. The lady for whom he is buying a present is his wife. fe)

Variable and Invariable Relative Pronouns

Variable and invariable relative pronouns are interchangeable. Variable pronouns, which convey gend
and number, are used to avoid confusion about the antecedent to which we are linking the relative clau
Variable pronouns can be used agjectand object, but they are mostly used adirect objects
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accompanied by preposition The variable pronoun isoordinated in gender and number with the

antecedento which it refers.

La codadel pavonedella qualesi T he p e @it of eHich you could onlgee
vedeva solo la punta, era bellissim#he tip, was beautiful.

Molte favole mi ha raccontato la nonna, My grandmother told mmany fables
le quali erano divertenti e istruttive.which were entertaining and instructive.

9-6

Translate the following sentences. Ulsguale/ la quale, i quali/le qualiaccompanied by the preposition
suggested in parentheses. (See Unit 13 on how to combine prepositions and definite articles.)

1. The girl with whom | play tennis is an old friend@of)

2The boy who(m) shedseont al king with is my son.
3. The candidate for whom | voted did not win the electi¢per)

4. The drawer in which you put your keys is emptg) (

5. The desk on which you left your keys has been cleasgd. (

6. The parish to which we belong will be closea). (

[l Cui/Di Cui/Del Quale (Whose)
English usesvhoseto convey possession. Italian uses:

A cuiinserted between the artidlglo, la, gli, le, andthe thing owned.
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Il ministro lecui dichiarazioni sono  The ministerwhose statements were harshistate
criticate ha dato le dimissiowriticized offered his resignation.

A del quale/della quale,ecc., placed after the object owned@he variable form of the pronoun is
coordinated with thgender and number d¢iie owneito which it refers.

Un 06 a tiltcui nomesmi sfugge,
raccoglie fondi per i malati di AIDS. An actressywhosename escapes me,

Unodat t r i adeka,qualerisfuggeme launched an afAIDS campaign.raccoglie
fondi per i malati di AIDS.

9-7
Translate the following sentences. s

1. Gianni, whose car was stolen, needs a taxi.

2. The student, whose compositider(d | read yesterday, writes well.

3. The student, whose graduatiggndmoziong we are celebrating, i s Mar

4. Ada and Lia, whose intelligence yasir{g) appreciate, study medicine.

5bHe has written a bookricwldawes e titl e | dondt r emer

6. The scientist, whose discovery was in all the newspapers, died suddenly.

7. The house, whose roof collapsed, was poorigl built.
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Double Relative Pronoun€hi, Quanto

In Italian there are some relative pronouns that convey both a demonstratidai(sH®) and a relative
pronoun. Therefore, they do not need an antecedent.

chi those who
guanto what/all that which
guanti, quante all those who

Chi (the One/Ones andWho/Whoever)

Chi is a double pronoun that conveys the demonstrative pracadunand the relative pronourhe/il
guale. Chi is invariable in gender and is followed by the verb in the third person singular, but it can refer
to a singular or a plural antecedenit can be used only fqreople.

Chi e passato di qui ha lasciato molte improntélhe person who
came through

Colui che e passato di qui ha here left a lot of printdasciato molte
impronte.

Chi lavora sodo viene premiat@oloro che lavorano sodo vengono premialihose who
work hard are rewarded Whoeverworks hard is rewarded.

9-8
Translate the following sentences. Wséfollowed by a verb in the third person singular.

1. Those who know me well trust migdarsi di).

2. Those who pass the first test are admitted to the final (test).
3. Those whogamblegg(i oc ar e )dftérdase ar d o

4. Those who need help must contact a physician.

5. Those who have reatlq lettg that book consider it a masterpiece.
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Chi can combinalirect objectandsubject,or two direct objectsEnglish usesvho/whom.

Ho scopertahi ha Ho scopertaolui | discoveredvho stole
rubato la sua collana. (dir. objec) che (subjec} her necklace.
ha rubato la sua collana.
Ho riconosciutachi Ho riconosciutacolui | recognized the pers
who(m)
hai salutato. (dir. objec) che (dir. you greeted.

objec) hai salutato.

Chi can also combinmdirect objectandsubject.
| donodot far dhosd
Non faccio favoriNon faccio favoria coloro who
a chinon lo merita. (indir. object, purposeche do not deserve it.
(subjecy non lo meritano.

99
Translate the following sentences.

1. Tell me who(m) | have to send this package to.

2. | saw who(m) they invited.

.Do you (pl.) want to know to whom they are selling their house?

.We wish to thank those who helped us:

Boondt [hose who make too many promises:

6. Whoever requests (ichiedepeit will receive the brochure (il deplian).

7. She wants to know who earggédagnarg more than she.
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Quanto (What, All That Which ) and Quanti/Quante (All Those Who )

Used in the singular masculinguanto meanswhat andall that which It can refer only to things.
Quanti/quante means &ll) those wholt can refer to both persons and things. It can be ussdlgesct,
object,andindirect objectaccompanied by a preposition.

Quanto dici é vero. Whatyou say is true.

Faroguanto mi & pasibile. | 6 | dll that is in my power

Il rinfresco e riservato quanti The reception is reserved f(all)
hanno ricevuto those whareceived an invitatiol

_cscrcizi [IESN

Translate the following sentences.

L1611 r ecordamrsbd@ all thét you §ing) did for me.

2.Sheds a diigerssasall thage who lost their money in that scamigroglio).

3. We 6r e Vv eessgre spiacentéyr what happened.

4. | will not add anything to what | said.

51 6dm giving you back all that | owe you.
6. What shebds asking us is not much.
7. The judge ordered the arrest of all those who participated in the strike.
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Dove(Wherg¢ and QuandaWher) as Relative Pronouns

Doveandquando can introduce relative alges, meanindghe place inat, to, etc) which,andthe time

in which
E tornata al paestove @ nata. She went back to the countereshe was borriTi fard
sapergjuando potrai telefonargli. I 61 I | ewhenyow 6knhowe able t

Whenqguando is preceded by noun phrase specifying a moment in tijoy, year, etc) , colloquial
Italian replaces it witlthe English usesvhenor that or omits the pronoun altogether.

Non scordero mal giorno quando (in cui) ti ho incontrata. [ will
never forgethe day(when)
Non scordero mail giorno cheti | first met you.

ho incontrata.
but

Non scorderdo majuando ti vidi la | will never forgetwhen| saw you therima
voltafirst time.

cannot be turned into

Non scordero maiheti vidi la prima volta.

_csercizi IS

Translate the following sentences.

1. Every time he gives a speech | fall asleep.

2. The day (when) she will understand my troubfpsaf) will be a great day.

3. We took him to visit the village where his parents used to évanp vissuli
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4. Do you 6ing) know a store where | can find sandals?

5. She will never forgetdimenticar¢ the year when her brother had that car accident.

6. Elisa no longer knows where she put her car keys.

7. The hotel where we spent so many nice vacations was closed.




Demonstrative
Pronouns

This/thatare demonstrative pronouns referring to a noun or a sentence
that precedes them. They can also refer to a person, or to present or pas
situations and experiences.

These sweaters look identichUt this (ong costs more thathat.
This is Elisabeth
Listen tothis. Yo u 6 | | i ke it
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m: | was thinking abouthat.

The main demonstrative pronouns in Italianguestq quello, andcio.

Pronomi dimostrativi (Demonstrative pronoums




questo/g questi/e this/these
quello/a, quelle/e that/thos
cio this/that

Quest@This) and Quello(That)

Questoandquello agree in gender and number with the antecedent they
replace. They can refer people animals andthings They can be used

as subject object or indirect objectaccompanied by a preposition.
Questorefers to an object/persariose to the speakequello to an
object/persorfar away from both speaker and listener

Questoé mio fratello. This is  my
brother.

Quello & mio fratello. That is my
brother.
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Translate the following sentences.

1. This is my book, that one is yours.

2. Take these shoes. Those are not your sitsda(tua misura

3. Those are your seatdl. fosto

4. This is our new math teachdeifn).

5. Which dress do you prefer? This one or that one?

6. This is my wife.






